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Lancia clinch the world rally championship 
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Corbeau Equipe Ltd. 


Write for illustrated leaflet to:- 


CORBEAU EQUIPE LTD.. IVYHOUSE LANE. THE RIDGE, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 4NN. Tel: 0424 435480 & 426360 
SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) Ss 

10 BRANDON TERRACE, o 

EDINBURGH 

Tel: 031 556 3507 

We are also Scottish Distributors for: 
ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM , SPEEDWELL, 
BROWN & GEESON, CIBIE AND RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
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ACCESSORIES 

149 CROYDON ROAD, 

BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1947 


® 
9 CARLTON PARADE, 


ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tet) 6624035 


We carry a vast 
ee . All the Leading Brand: 


Kemontweeks mes) 


GATESHEATH SMITHY 
TATTENHALL, Nr CHESTER (off Main A41) 
lap Rot. 109/474602 


Tel 70625 /70055 
Also NW Distribut SPAX, KONI, ARMSTRONG, 
BILSTIEN, ALEY B. GOODYEAR RALLY SPECIALS, 
FERODO DS 11 


Open 7 days @ week 9-5.30 p.m. ‘Sundays 11 a.m.-1 p. 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 
(Opposite Brands Hatch Main Gate) 
MAIN ROAD, W. KINGSDOWN 
SEVENOAKS, KENT 
Tel. W. KINGSDOWN (047-485) 2271/3258 


NOMEX, FPT Over always available 


JOHN BROWN WHEELS 


19 CANNON STREET 92 KINGSGATE ROAD 
BRISTOL LONDO! 
BRISTOL 633710 o1a28 tik 


330 RADFORD ROAD SPEEDWAY MOD SERV STAT 
COVENTRY ANWICK CORNER, 
(0203) 28265 NR. SLEAFORD, LINCS 

RUSKINTON 832362 


Omues 


Suppliers of Ri 
ec: 


7 CROOKES ROAD, 
SHEFFIELD S10 5BA 
Tel: 0742-661779 
Also Main Distributors for CIBIE, MILL ACCESSORY GROUP 


ALE HAYNES WORKSHOP MANUALS 
SPEREX PRODUCTS, and SMITH AIR FILTERS exe, otc. 


RIPSPEED (/) 


533 HERTFORD ROAD, 
ENFIELD WASH, 
MIDDLESEX 
Tel: 01-804 0425 


MOTOCARE M/C LTD. (4) 


235 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER "™ 
061-832-8236 
35 BOND STREET, BLACKPOOL 
0253-47663 
102 REDBANK ROAD, BLACKPOOL 
0253-52072 


TON TYRES 


43/50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, KENT 


Tel: (07322) 63333 Telex: 95626 


67 CAMDEN ROAD, 
TONBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 


Tel: (0892) 20885 


(SF) 
Oma 
PARK LAAN 26 


HAARLEM, HOLLAND 
Tel: (023) 316181 Telex: 41605 


No writing out your order. Pay by:- BARCLAY /ACCESS /DINERS /AM EX 


Phone your details and Goods despatched (ASAP) Super discount including V.A.T. 
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Reflections 


This is traditionally the time of year for reflection and we 
make no apologies for looking back at the past 12 months 
of motor sport at this time, It was a good year for motor 
sport, even though just a year ago we were all having 
doubts as to whether there would be any at all 

At the top of the tree, the Formula One world positively 
blossomed beyond all expectations. The quality of the racing 


was high, the championship was closer than ever before, 
there were more drivers and cars than ever before and, 
most important, there were more spectators than ever 
before. 


In fact there were generally more spectators in every 
branch of the sport. Up until September, circuits were 
reporting something like a 30 per cent increase in attend- 
ances ; it did drop off in the final two months mainly due 
to the weather which was particularly unkind to about 
90 per cent of the meetings. 

Club racing in Britain hit another high with the standard 
of racing and turn-out improving all the time. In rallying 
too this trend continued. This branch of the sport continued 
to grow in stature culminating in the RAC Rally watched by 
‘over two million people. There were two major British 
special stage championships which not only gave the lead- 
ing drivers some really good competition, but which served 
to make rallying socially acceptable. 

‘There were crises during the year starting off, of course, 
with the fuel problem. The RAC handled this with admirable 
diplomacy and saw the sport through. Britain's controlling 
body also came under scrutiny from a working committee 
and will not be the same when the 1975 season gets under 
way in this country. We have been as guilty as most in 
handing out the brickbats to this organisation; some have 
undoubtedly been justified, some have not. On reflection, the 
organisation of motor sport in 1974 was much improved on 
past years. Obviously the new controlling committee should 
carry this improvement on and in 1975 we can look forward 
to some astute management of the sport. 

Although the country is seemingly doomed once more 
at this time of year and the motor industry is suffering as 
much as any, the prospects for motor sport look good in 
this country. Internationally there are doubts in certain 
areas and we may see less racing in some of the lesser cate- 
gories, which may not be a bad thing anyway. At home 
though, it looks as if we shall have more motor sport than 
ever before—there are more meetings, more championships 
and potentially more drivers. 

There were tragedies in 1974 with a number of drivers 
losing their lives and we consider that in 1975 a very 
real effort must be made to improve safety in the sport. 
All the other aspects can almost look after themselves but 
instead of hysterical talk at the time of tragedies followed 
by little action, we would like to see some real effort being 
put in to solve the problems, unprompted by fatalities. If 
action is taken now maybe we can make 1975 the best year 
yet in all directions. 


our cover picture 
The most thrilling sight in rall the Lancia Stratos 


which appeared fully competitive in the final part of the year and took 
the World Rally Championship for Makes. "2 Satin Tayler Production 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Hesketh go rubber 


“1 don't think anyone even 
noticed mused Hesketh 
designer Harvey Postlethwatte, 
“except for Vittorio Brambilla, 


and as he can't speak English 
anyway, no one took any nctice 
Of him.” What may we ask? The 
Tubber from suspension fitted 
to James Hunt's Fl car during 
the first official practice session 
at the American Grand Prix, "It 
wag avery crude system” 
added Harvey, “but In the two 
Or three laps that it worked 
Well, we ended up by. gcing 
quicker than we had previously.” 


‘The idea of springing a Grand 
Prix racing car via rubber 
suspension and doing away with 
the conventional coll spring or 
torsion bar has been in  evi- 
dence at the Hesketh Racing 
workshops ever since the noble 
Doctor designed the team’s first 
Grand Prix car at the end of last 


year. In essence, it has been 
(and still is) a development 
exercise confined to the front 
Suspension which the team 
have tried, eventually achieving 
enough t take a worthwhile 


gamble and run it in public. This 
they dd in America. 

‘The advantage of ferfelting 
coll springs for a lump of rub 
ber gives, according to Postle- 
thwaite, “any suspension char- 
acteristic you Hike in terns of 
rate or load displacement. 

What Postlethwaite has in fact 


done is to do away with the 
front coll spring, replacing it 
with a "Kind of rubbe: dough: 


nut which runs in parallel to 
the damper. We still have to 
retain the ordinary damper unit. 
‘The rubber spring is much smal 
Jer and lighter (it only weighs 
@ few ounces) than a coil but 
you have to magnify the suspen 
sion forces transmitted through 
it in order to achieve similar 
coll-sprung characteristics. In 
other words, you. need. strong 
suspension,” ‘he added, 

On behalf of Hesketh, Postie. 
thwaite has worked closely with 
the Aon Rubber Company, who 
designed and supplied the 


clearly seen here. 


The rubber spring runs parallel to the existing damper unit os can be 


original “spring”. The design 
was excellent but circuit test 

showed that after a few laps, 
the rubber would go off, in a 


similar way to a race tyre, and 


the system wouldn't work so 
effectively. However, i was 
noticed that lap times did 


improve and James Hunt expres: 
sed his delight in it 

Further tests were carried out 
before Postlehwaite found “a 
demon compound" produced by 
the Malaysian Rubber Producers 
Research Association in Hert 
ford. “They produced special 
demon rubber with exceptional 
low creep properties. It was 


exceptionally stable under all 
climatic conditions” explained 
Postlochwaite. 


‘This new company then made 
the “springs” to the Aeon 
design and the team took it to 
Ricard for testing a fortnigh: 
ago. In 450 miles of tests, some 
very encouraging results were 
‘obtained and Harvey added that 
‘alt of James’ quick times were 
done with this rubber front 
Suspension installed. 

‘As to whether the team will 
try to Bt rubber suspension to 
the rear end of their car, Harvey 
reckons a tozally new design 
would have to be created before 
the full benefits would be 
attained, However, the team wil 
probably run it on the car in 


Argentina where, if goes 
according to plan, kt will be 
tested under actual race condi 
The rubber "coil" spring. 


Stuck’s US F5000? 


Latest news on the BMW factory 
effort. in. IMSA championship 
races next year is that Brian 
Redman and Sam Posey will join 
the already announced duo of 
Hans Stuck/Ronnie Peterson in 
the works team. All the drivers 
will be contracted to BMW. 


As the BMW contract takes 
precedence over all others, Stuck 


Will find himself in the States 
almost permanently, and. this, 
together” with the fact that 


Jagermeister don't have sufficient 
money to go Formula One, (the 


Vel's Parnelli Grand Prix team 
reputedly offered Stuck and 
Jagermeister the second Fl seat 
alongside Mario Andrettl for 
500,000DM) may mean that the 
German may be seen very litle 
in Europe next year. Gathering 
strength are stories that he will 
be driving ina. Jagermeister. 
sponsored Cat! “Haas/Jim Hall 
¥5000 team with Brian Redman, 
although our German source said 
this would be a. fairly impos- 


sible team", presumably refer~ 
fing to their different attitudes 
in driving. 


ne 
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Jim Crawford — superman 


BP Superman 


Last March at Mallory Park, 26 
year old Jim Crawford ‘was 
voted as “BP Man of the Meet- 
ing.” Now nine months later, the 
Formula Atlantic ace from Bi 

Lanes, has received the 
“BP Superman of the Year” 
award to culminate a ver, worth- 


while first serious season in 
motor racing driving for Stephen 
in the cur 


rent series, was presented to him 
ata. recepion in London on 
December 18. Crawford thereby 
becomes the fourth recipient of 
the award following such names 
as Roger Wsliamson, lan Taylor 
and Bob Evans. 


there anyone with £13,000 


Sturegart 


Two races 
for Gulf 


‘As we reported several weeks 
go, the Gulf sports pretotype 
racing programme for next year 
has been” drastically "reduced. 
Only two races 100k likely to bs 
contested by the team who, under 
the present sports car recession, 
looked to have had their best ever 
chance of winning the World 
Championship of Makes with a 
Ford engine. 

Despite the fuel economy 
measures which have been im- 
posed at Le Mans by the organ- 
Isers, Gulf's leading driver Derek 
Bell told us recently that the 
team could overcome the prob- 
lem quite easily with the more 
economical Ford Cosworth DFV 
engine, Therefore the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans would become the 
team’s prime objectiv». Bell iltus- 
trated the magnetic pull of this 
race when he revealed that "both 
Mike Hallwood and myself, by 
finising just third this year, had 
0 much publicity from that one 
race, it wasn't true, 

‘There is talk that Gulf may also. 
contest the Spa 1000kms as well, 
purely ws a tune-up prior to Le 
Mans, but the April Le Mans 
test weekend and the 4-hour race 
could well prove sufficient. In 
fact, in order to qualify for the 
24 Hour race, competitors must 


o fancies an ex-Wyer Porsche | prove at the test weekend that 
9172 The factory have one up | their cars are capable of com- 
for sale at chat price all ready | pleting at least 20 laps of the 
for racing. Apply Weisbach, | Sarthe circuit without stopping 
for fuel. 
Silverstone are kicking off their Championship, the meeting will 
impressive 1975 season with have. an international 2-litre 
what promises to be a really first sports car race in the pro- 


Glass Daily Express International 
Trophy meeting. 

As the circuit is the venue of 
the John Player GP this year, the 
non-championship Fl race is ex- 
pected to have a top-line entry 
While supporting races will be 
for F500, sports, saloons and 
single-seater cars, 


For the first time since the 
demise of the British Sports Car 


gramme while there will also be 
founds of the RAC Touring Car 
Championship, John Player 
Formula Atlantic Championship 
and a double points round in 
Silverstone's. own FF cham- 
pionship. 

The meeting will be held over 
three days: practice for Fl 
starts on Friday, April 12, and 
the racing is on the 12th and 
1th, 
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Cologne cut back 


With BMW concentrating on ithe 
American IMSA Camel GT series 
in 1975 with their works CSL 
Coupes and Porsche opting out 
Of direct competition for at least 
‘& year, the Ford Cologne pro- 
gramme for next year has been 
Breatly reduced, 

‘Competition Manager Mike 
Kranefuss was in Londen 
recently and told us tha Ford 
would not be running in any 
races at all next year with their 
G2 Ford Capris. “Naturally 1 
hope to be able to work from a 
small budget so as to continue 
developing the Capri for the pro- 
posed Silhouette formula in 1976. 
‘Our only other activity will be 
to help Zakspeed develope the 
new Escort for next year. With 
BMW going to the States, there's 
no poine in us racing really.” 
‘Therefore the G2 European Tour- 
ing car championship looks very 
asic indeed. 


Kranefuss then added in Paris 
at the FIA prize giving ceremony, 
“with the current. economic 
situation I think that we must 
have a responsible look at our 
competitions programme.” He 
added, “and that means that we 
should cut back somewhat. But 
T don't think that the current 
problems will do irreparable 
harm to racing, I think ‘racing 
will continue for a long time. 
As far as the European Touring 
Car Championship is concerned, 
we at Cologne will only field cars 
in selected events and will not 
contract regular drivers.” 


Kranefuss added ¢hat he would 
Uke Ford to contest the German 
national championship again. 
However it is thought that any 
Ford effort will be directed 
through Erich Zakowski's team of 
Escorts with Klaus Ludwig at the 
wheel 


F3 Ecurie Ecosse 


The famous Ecurie Ecosse name 
returns to international racing 
next year with a two-car For- 
mula 3 team. The name, which 
originally put Scotland ‘on the 
motor racing map, will appear 
in in 1975 following an agr 
t between the Dumfi 
14 MacDonald Shand racing 
team and the Earl of Elgin, who 
holds the title to the name of 
Eeurle Ecosse on behalf of the 
Friends of Scotland Organisa- 
tion, 


‘The MacDonald Shand team 
ran Van Diemens in Formula 
Ford this year and will continue 
to do so next year as well as 
taking. in International F3 events. 
Drivers for the  MacDonai 
Shand-Ecurie Ecosse team_ will 
be Graham Hamilton, Stuart 
Lawson and Gordon Daizell 

‘The last time the 
Ecosse name appeared 
tionally was when running an 
Brabham for Graham Birrell 
in 1971 


This year's Christmas card from the 


RAC needs no caption 


OK,OK, NOW FOR THE TRICKY ONE 
WHAT ON THE EARTH CAN WE GIVE 
FERRARI FOR CHRISTMAS ? 
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BMW F83 engine plans 


The announcement in mid-season 
that BMW were going to support 
F3 next year by producing a 2. 

re engine specifically for the 
formula made many of the poten- 
tist participants take notice, 
especially when the Munich com: 
pany were quoting power figures 
in the region of 165 bhp. 

Having used the Holbay pre- 
pared Ford Pinto sohe unit for 
much of the season in their 
works cars for Brian Henton and 
Jose Chateaubriand prior to tr¥.ng 

‘but’ more torquey, 
ned Toyota engine 
jarch Engincering last 
got hold cf a BMW engin from 
Germany and have been testing 
it recently with Swede Nilsson at 
the wheel. 

‘The engines themselves have 


been produced for BMW by 
Joset Schnitzer and Dr Schrick, 
well known and. respected FZ 
and FSV engine tuners in their 
own right 

Apparently they both took 
away the proposed F3 engine for 
development purposes, each arriv- 
ing ata. specific optimum and 
between the wo of them, BMW 
were able to 


petitive engine for next year. 
Schnitzer has been responsible 
for the bottom-end while Schrick 
has worked on the cylinder head, 


BMW are going for a competi- 
tive price, as well ag competitive 
power figures. One of the engin’s 
Breatest attributes is its tremen- 
dous lowdown torque, 


Castrol Capri 
for Edmonds 


BBC Radio One DJ Noel Edmonds 
has been signed up by Castrol 
to carry their colours on a new 
Capri It in next year's Radio 
‘One Championship. 


@ Wil Arif, winner of five FF 
Faces this year, will be moving 
into FF2000. next year. This 
season Arif initially ran an old 
Crossié before he got backing 
from Southern Organs in the 
form of a new Elden Mk 10C; 
which Is now for sale. 


@ Athough he has lost the 
Binancial services of Ozzie 
Olsonite, Dan Gurney's limited 


USAC programme next year has 
been guaranteed support from 
Goodyear and his F5000_ spon- 
sors, Jorgenson Steel, 
@ The SCCA have announced, 
‘that despite the early season 
gloom, attendances over their 27 
professionally sanctioned _meot- 
ings in 1974 were greater than 
ever. The total number of specta- 
tors at road racing events was a 
staggering 998,883. The CanAm, 
which drew an average of 43,369 
yectators per ever the only. 
category not to attain a new 
record during the year. 

‘The F5000 championship 
showed a tremendous increase in 
popularity, the average attendence 
‘going up from 18,070 to 40,167 


Access TT again 


It was announced this week that 
the Access Tourist Trophy will 
again be held at Silverstone next 
year. Access, Britain's leading 
Eredit card scheme, first came 
Into motor sport this year when 
they backed the first TT for GI 

Their direct involvement with 
the race through their lucrative 
team prize award for the major 
car manufacturers, willbe 
Strengthened with a’ more evenly 
matched Access Manufacturers’ 
Team Prize in 1975, highlighting 
the theme of this’ event as a 
shop window and thorough test 
case for manufacturers’ popular 
family ‘saloons. 

‘Speaking on their renewed 
support Hugh Jones, chief execu- 
tive of Access said: "We were 
well satisfied with the 1974 
‘Access RAC Tourist Trophy — 


our first sponsorship of a major 
event—and are pleased to an- 
ounce that we shall again be 
sponsoring the meeting in 1975. 
Access is, of course, very much 
involved ‘in everyday motoring 
our cardholders can use 
Access to pay for oil, petrol, 
tyres, accessories, repairs and 
servicing —and we are proud to 
be associated again with the 
Access RAC Tourist Trophy 
which we are sure will prove to 
be an even more resounding sue- 
cess in 1975." 

‘The race, which will be run 
over three hours, will be held on 
September 28 and the interest 
surrounding the mandatory pit 
stops will be even greater with 
the new Silverstone pit complex. 
Regulations will be announced 
by. the organisers, the BRDC, 
early next year. 


SCOTIA’S 


RACE AND RALLY 
COMPETITION CENTRE 


Large stocks of 
ROLL CAGES TO FIA SPECIFICATION 
CIBIE LAMPS AND RALLY BARS 
MAGARD SUMP GUARDS 
CORBEAU AND MOTOLITA SEATS 
KONI AND SPAX SHOCK ABSORBERS 
JANSPEED HEADS, CAMS, CARB KITS 
EXHAUST MANIFOLD AND SYSTEMS 
COMPETITION ALLOY WHEELS 
NOMEX/PROBAN AND FPT LINEA-SPORT 
ONE- AND TWO-LAYER OVERALLS, GLOVES, etc 
BELL STAR GRIFFIN Fl HELMETS 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED FORD 
COMPETITION CENTRE 


AVO ROLL BARS, TIE BARS, BRAKE LININGS, 
EXHAUST MANIFOLD AND SYSTEMS 


MOTOSPEED/SPORTS-TUNE (ACCS) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, 
EDINBURGH 


Tel : 031-556 3507 


Have your Vaal byTeam 
a Nagpal ly 
iaksts and 


12th INTERNATIONAL RACING CAR SHOW 
SPEEDSHOW 75 
Olympia 
January Ist-lith 


Weekdays 10 am- 8.30pm Sunday 12 noon~7 pm 


ADMISSION: Opening day £1-10 
Other days (ine. Sunday) Adults 88p Children 35p 


For « 
difference, 
ye of racing and competition cars shown 
alongside many examples of high 
performance road cars. A rare opportunity 
for the enthi to view the very latest 
in ‘tuning peed’ equipment, as well as 
superb disp! ries, components 
and clothing. You can't afford to miss it! 


Luxembourg 
al British Rail 
n for special facilities. 
Presented by - 
The British Racing and Sports Car Club and 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
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Argentina’s F1 car 


Oreste Berta, Argentina's top 
racing car manufacturer, has 
built and tested his own Fi car. 
Carlos Reutemann told us this 
while he was in England for the 
Martini Brabham announcement 
recently. 

"The car was tested for the first 
time a fortnight ago by Nestor 
Jesus Garcia Veiga and it will 
definitely be at the Argentinian 
and Brazilian GPs. 

Berta, whose main backing 
comes from Renault in Argentina, 
has been developing his own V8 
‘S-litre FI engine at his ultra 
modern factory near Cordoba for 
some three years now. It was 
initially designed to run in his 
prototype sports car but it had 
Problems with the oil system 
‘when It appeared three years ago. 
Since then of course there have 
been no championship sports car 
races in Argentina and so Berta 
has concentrated on single 
eaters 

‘At the beginning of this year 
an F5000 was built for Garcia 
to run in the American 
es, although it was never run, 

Veiga returned 
disillusioned to Argentina, 


£600,000 for 
an F1 season 


In a special edition of Equipe Elf 

for the Racing Car 

‘comes up with 

some interesting figures on the 

cost of Grand Prix racing. He 

says that the spent £600,000 to 

build, maintain and race a compe- 

Utive two-car formula 1 team in 
1974, 

‘That figure is 20 per cent 
‘higher than in 1973 when we won 
the championship and costs are 
rising all the time. If you divide 
those costs over a 15 race season 
it works out at £40,000 to roll out 
two cars on to the grid at every 
race. Race prize money doesn't 
keep pace. When we finished first 
‘and second in Sweden this year 
we collected a total of £17,000 
in prize money. When Jody won 
the British Grand Prix the prize 
‘money was £11,000.” 

‘Emphasising the cost of staying 

competitive Tyrrel! says it costs 
‘a VAT-included total of £9266 to 
buy one of the 3ditre Ford 
Cosworth engines and he has 11 
of them. "That works out at just 
over £20 per horsepower, but you 
dor't mind about things like that 
‘when you're winning.” 
@ David Scott, the British Motor 
Racing Marshals Club's national 
training officer, has recently 
moved to 34 Canford Drive, 
‘Addlestone, Surrey. 

Former USAC champion Joe 
Properds who. 1s still recovering 
from injuries sustained last 
March, as been released from 
his contract in the Vel's Parnelli 
USAC team. Leonard is now 
thinking of retiring. 


5 


S —* 
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‘The FI car apparently has a 
front end similar to the Brabham 
BTS4 lobster claw and squared 
off rear bodywork like the Chev- 
ron F500 cars. Some of the 
backing has come from Call- 
fornia’s leading Ferrari dealer, 
Argentinian Francisco Mir and i 
the car shows promise in its first 
two races it will contest the 
whole championship series. 


Briefly..... 


@ The American USAC National 
Championship will run to the 
same rules next year. However, 
the development of an equiva: 
Teney formula for turbocharged 
‘engines to make them competitive 
with other engine designs will 
come into effect as from January 
1, 1976. However, the formula is 
Scheduled to be available at the 
beginning of next month thereby 
enabling. teams to carry out a 
full year’s “development prior 0 
However, signs are evident 
that next year’s USAC series will 
have fewer competing cars and 
fewer races. 
@ The FFSA have asked the 
Paul Ricard circuit to be prepared 
to accept the French GP. next 
year if Clermont fails its medical 
on May 8. 
© Contrary to our earlier reports, 
this year's IMSA Camel GT 
series winner Peter Gregg will 
not join the works BMW team to 
contest the IMSA championship 
next year. Gregg has dectined the 
BMW offer and wants to re- 
main a Porsche driver. The two 
time IMSA/SCCA champion is 
expected 0 debut the turbo 
Carrera at Daytona. Meanwhile 
Hurley Haywood has been nomi- 
nated by Gregg as a possible re- 
placement . 
@ The inaugural winner of the 
American 5000 series back in 
1969, Tony Adamowicz, is plan- 
ning’ to team up with Steve 
Behr to run a two-car F5000 
effort_next season. Adamowiez 
last raced in F5000 last year 
standing in for David Hobbs in 
the Carting Black Label Lola 
7330. 
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Interserie will continue 


Despite the gradual decline of 
the  Interserie G7 sports car 
championship during the past 
‘year, there will in fact be another 
Series next year and we have re- 
ceived regulations from the 
Interserie Organisation (ISO) out- 
fining their plans. 

‘The championship will be split 
into two divisions; GS sports 
cars from 1800 to 3000 cc, ¢urbo- 
charging permitted with a multi- 
plying factor of 1.4. The premier 
division is without cylinder capa- 
city limitation and also includes 
turbocharging. once again without 
ny restrictions of | induction 
pressure. 

The ISO release states that in 
order to take care of the different 
‘organisational abilities of organ- 
isers, there will be main FIA- 
scheduled “A” class. Interserie 
races, although it is up to the 
organiser and the ISO promoter 
to decide which kind of race Is 


to be held. The “ B series events 
will support full international 
meeting 


The length of the “A” races 


will vary, depending on whether 
it is held in two heats or not, 
The minimum length for a quali- 
fying heat will be 175 km while 
@ maximum race length shall not 
exceed 300 km. The “B” races 
will vary between 125 km and 
175 km and only be run in one 
straight race. 

‘The points scoring system, in 
both the G5 and G7 divisions, 
will be as before on the 20, 15, 
12... 3, 2, 1 FIA score basis. 
‘The overall ‘series winner will 
receive the FIA Cup only if 
Teast 6 races have taken place, 
taking into account his 5. best 
Scores. Any further race additions 
will tally with the current FIA 
regulations. 

Prize money will be paid for 
both of the two division: separ- 
ately, although overall results 


‘obtained by Division 2 cars will 


ponding prizes of Division 2 will 
be deleted. Purses for "A races 
are promised to total SF80,000 
‘and SF63,000 for “B" events 


Nicholson 
into F5000 


Nicholson McLaren engines have 
the facility to provide a wo car 
Formula 5000 team with engines 
for the coming P5000 series. The 
engines will be similar to those 
used by David Hobbs a couple of 
dimes in America thls year, and 
the deal comes about ehrough 
MoLaren's Detrokt based engine 
stop who will service Nidholson 
Formula Atlantic engines for 
Atlantic customers in the USA 
and Canada during the coming 
year 

In turn, the company will 
handle engines for the two car 
team lin tins country, woth hopes 
for expansion during the coming 
seasons, The first engine should 
be in this country by the Racing 
Car Show. 


GRD’s new 
spares div 


Following the closing of the GRD 
Production line, three former 
‘employees have set up a small 
service company 10 supply 
existing owners with a complete 
GRD racing parts supply and a 
repair and exchange monocoque 
service and, if requested, com- 
plete 1975 kit car. 

The company is being run by 
former supplies manager Pete 
Terry and sheet metal workers Jo 
Hodson and Bob Granfield. They 
will be based in new premises in 
Attleborough, six miles from 
Griston, and the service will com- 
mence in early January. Until the 
‘phone is connected, Pete Terry 
can be contacted ' at Watton 
881521 or Bunwell 465 (evenings 
end weekends). 


No Surtees 
in SA? 


Following a recent test ses. 
sion at the Paul Ricard circuit 
by Team Surtees, Frenchman 
Jose Doltem, who had been driv- 
ing one of the cars, in a recent 
interview with L’Equipe implied 
that if Surtees obtained an Eng- 
Htsh sponsor, then Dave Morgan 
would. probably be favourite for 
the drive, However, with Surtees 
having lost the support of Fina 
Petroleum, there is some doubt 
as to whether the ‘team will 
contest the South American 
races bearing in mind the un- 
certainty of their 1975 Formula 1 
plans. Also still in doubt, accord- 
ing to Dolhem, are Surtees’ F2 


However, the Frenchman, who 
has driven for Surtees this year 
both in Fl and F2, said that if 
he were unable to secure a ride 
in the FI team, there was a 
strong possibility’ that he would 
run in F500 with a Ford V6- 
powered Surtees. chaseis, 


© Following an incident in a 
supporting saloon race which 
totalled tis stationary F2 
March-BMW at the  Karlskoga 
F2 race last August, the Swedish 
racing authorities have awarded 
Jean-Pierre Paoli and the BP 
France Racing team £10,000 in- 
surance towards the damage 
incurred. 

‘The incident occurred after 
Paoli's car wasn't moved after 
the F2 race following retirement 
out on the circuit. An Escort 
caught fire on the straight and 
ploughed out of control into the 
stationary F2, virtually destroy- 
Ing it ina ball of flame. Argu- 
ments raged afterwards as to 
why the car wasnt removed 
sooner. 


> STAPLETON HENRY STREETER LTD. 
WW MOTORS epee ers 


STAPLETON HOUSE, TER 5 01 SSH S781 

HOLLOWAY ROAD, AND 

LONDON, N7 91-99 ELMERS END ROAD 
BECKENHAM, KENT 


01-607 5851 FF po Rgcepne tees 
Chrysler Dealer WW Chrysler Dealer Team 
Team 


Adlards [C Sra J rave srotconve 


TELEPHONE 01-733 5511 TELEX 916734 


COME AND SEE 


AT THE RACING 
CAR SHOW 


ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES 
8 PROCTOR STREET, LONDON, WC1 
01-242 3080 


6 AUTOSPORT. DECEMBER 26, 1974 


Pit and Paddock 


Enter the Starfires 


Next week's Racing Car Show 
at Olympia will see the public 
unveiling of the brand new Star- 
fire FF2000 single-seater, the 
first ever product from a new 
company formed in July this 
year by Gavin Hooper, Chair- 
‘man of Leazendon Ltd, a firm of 
high quality specialist builders 
who at that time were secking 
to expand into manufacturing 10 
increase the scope of their 
business activities. 

‘Starfire decided’ that in enter- 
Ing the world of racing car con- 
struction they would select a 
formula where they would have 
the opportunity to win regularly 
and ‘thus build themselves a 
name to develop in the future 


‘The Company therefore decided 
to construct a car for the new 
1975 FF2000 formula “which has 
been designed by former Lola 
and Trojan draughtsman Patrick 
Head, His most’ recent design 
exercise was the attractive look- 
ing Scow F2/Adantic car which 
he designed for the Aberdonian 
race driver Richard Sco at the 
beginning of last year. Scott will 
in fact carry out the testing on 
the new FF2000 car and, at a 
later date, develop the proposed 
F3 chassis which will be based 
‘on the FF2000. 

‘Any further inquiries can be 
addressed to Gavin Hooper at 
1/9 Fulham High Street, Lon- 
don, SWS. Tel: 01-731 3531 


Fifth year of 
support by FT 


Forward Trust Special 
iP organ 
sed by the BARC will be held 
again next year; the fifth year 
of the finance house's support 
‘of motor racing. 

The championship will feature 
16 rounds and will be run for 
four classes : up to 850cc; up 
to 1000ce; up to 1300cc; and 
‘over 1300 cc, There will be £150 

money at each round plus 
son contingencies and 


‘big three" USAC 500 milers, 
has” retained sponsorship from, 
the Schaefer Brewing Co, for 
next year’s race. 
@ John Greenwood, winner of 
final IMSA race at Daytona 
the other week in his incredible 
Chevrolet Corvette, will not be 
contesting next year's series. 
Instead he will build 10° cus 
tomer Corvettes, 
@lnishman Derek McMahon 
Bought the ex-Chris Meek Super: 


CATCHPOLE 


Toon Skoda from well-known 
whesier-dealer Monkey Brown 
last week The car will be en- 
tered in the Tricentrol Super- 
saloon series with Alec Poole 
driving 

Incidentally, Brown also has 
the ex-Alan Jones/Harry Stiller 
Atlantic March which is up for 
‘sale, 
@Comrary to our report in lam 
week's issue, (Duane Carter, Jnr, 
was USAC's Rookie of the Year 
in 1974, 


BAF hack 
BARC FF 


British Air Ferries—the South- 
end based passenger and cargo 
airfine—announce this week 
that they will be sponsoring the 
BARC’s 1975 Formula Ford 
championship. A feature of the 
series will, be the BAF Air 


Ticket, which drivers can use at 


one round of their choice to 
for double points. This was 
idea first used by the BARC in 
thelr Wella FF championship and 
which worked well 

BAF is no new name to FF, 
owner Mike Keegan having spon: 
sored his son, Rupert, during the 
past two years and South African 
Roy Klomfass this year. 

‘The BAF FF championship will 
be run over 16 rounds at 10 dif- 
ferent circuits with a total of 
£2,200 in prize money, The winner 
of the championship will receive 
£200 plus the BAF Trophy. 


rt Sie ennten Sgr 


The flatl2 Alfa Romeo engine being mated up to one of Graham 
Hill's Embassy Racing F1 Lolas. It will be @ rush to get a car ready 


for the Argentinian GP next month 


Brands Hatch 


If you've been fortunate enough 
to see “Freebie and the Bean,” 
then you'll obviously be at Brands 
Hatch on Boxing Day. If you 
haven't seen the film, then that’s 
fan even bigger reason for being 
at Brands. 

‘A ‘packed six-race programme 
has been arranged by the BRSCC 
for this traditional Christmas 
meeting which, as you may al- 
ready know, ‘is sponsored by 
Warner Brothers. Judging by the 
mild weather we've been having 
in ‘this part of the world, then 
Brands doesn't look like becom- 
ing Franz Klammer paradise. 

Leading attraction of the day 
is likely ¢o be the "Freebie and 
the Bean Trophy Race for the 
‘big <pectal satoons, Tie most ex- 
cong emiry is that of Roy Salva- 
dori driving Gerry Marstall's ex- 
Bill Dryden Vauxhall Pirenza. Tt 
is reputed that Salvadori has 
been quicker in testing than 
Gerry ‘himself who, of ‘course, 
wil be in this usual car. Aso 
entered are Tony Lanfranchi, 
Nick Whibing and Colin Hawker, 

Other races cater for the 
smaller special saloons, 

What's Up Doc” Challeng 
Cup race for Formule Libre cars, 
an FF race which features BOC 
champion Syd Fox, Tiff Needall 
and Wilf Arif, plus the Racing 
Car Show Trophy thrash for pro- 
duction saloons. Entered in 
Camaros are Tony Lanfranchi 
‘and Richard Lloyd. 

starts at 12.30 pm with 

from 9.00 am, 
© Available from Nick Brittan 
Associates is a little booklet ex- 
plaining everything about the 
new Allied Polymer Ford 2000 
‘Championship. If anyone requires 
& copy, just’ send an SAE 
to Nick ‘at Twlbot House, Broad- 
Jands ‘Road, London, N@ 4AN, 
@ In a letter to Peter Mcintosh 
of the FICA, Enzo Ferrari has 
expressed his concern over 
Clermont-Ferrand ‘becoming the 
venue for next year's French 
Grand Prix, especially with such 
a modern and gafe circuit exist- 
ing at Paul Ricard. Ferrari 
doesn't believe that the neces- 
sary safety changes required can 
be regarded as adequate. 


By Barry Foley 


IVE ALWAYS SAID. 


4 


THESE FOL FACE HELMETS CAN BE 
QUITE Dovay. 


) 


uo 


AF YOU TURN ROUND TOO Quick. 


) 


Zz 
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Purely personal 


De General Amin 


Deah Reedahs, 


De return o' de Mastah long overdoo, but den 
Onrosront orlways short o' de reddies, an’ 
talent nevah cum cheep! Still, even’ ole 
skinflint Phillips unable to ignore de flood o° 
four lettahs demandin’ de return o” de 
Jeenius. Aftah orl, no editter can deny 
‘seventy per cent o' de reedahship, even a 
Toonie like ole Phillips! So heah ah is, de 
speshul Xmas bonus for de connosewers o° 
orl dat best in motorin’ jurnalism, 


Since de furst article appearin’, de 
reakshun jus staggerin'! Ole John Webb 
blackin’ de face an’ cashin’ in on de gim- 
mick, an’ he 

menshun, in de last coll i. 
facing de poor ole skint organisahs, 
ringin’ me up an’ takin" me to lunch at de 
London Club, De club lurkin’ in dat well- 
known ghetto Nightsbridge, an’ poor ‘ole 
Webb meetin’ me in de bar an’ lookin’ even 
more impoverished dan usual, tho’ it a little 
diffyeult to see On account 0” de twelve inch 
Havana wich he consolin’ hisself with ! Still 
he soon convinsin’ me o' de troof, an’ he 
‘obveeusly rely worried ‘bout de prospecks 
‘year, an’ de tears rollin’ down de 
80 fast, dey puttin’ out de twelve 
Havana, an’ dilutin’ de vintage Port 
sumting orfui! But ole Webby made of de 
‘stern stuff, an’ pullin’ out de handy tennah, 
he soon dryin’ yes an’ wid economee 
fever at mind, usin’ de damp tennah to relite 
de old Havana. Ah don’t mind tellin’ you, 
de man’s plite reely tutchin’, an’ de wailin’ 
fan gnashin' 0’ de teef, an’ de rendin’ o' de 
garments, it reely tearin’ at de ole hart- 
strings, to say nuthin’ of de earholes! Stilly 
he am determined to survive, an’ orlreddy 
formulatin’ de drastic cutbacks in de ole 
‘expenses next seeson! De expensiv mud at 
Brans only goin’ to be I 

insted o' de usual four, 
retained for four munths 
two! When de man makin sacrifices o' dis 
nature, how can de spektators do ennythin’ 
but cheer when dese inspired moves am 
combined with de admisshun charges only 
goin’ up 75% insted o' half as was originally 
fered! Wot ole Webby sayin’, he obveeusly 
meenin’, an’ jus to proov it, on de way out, 
he only tippin’ de flunky two quid fo’ 
‘opunnin’ de door, insted o° de usual fivah ! It 
sure comfortin’ t0 see such osteritty at de top 
when times is hard. Now de troof reveled, 
lets have no more o' de grumblin’ "bout de 
Programs costin’ sixtee Pee, an’ de orful draft 
tip de Kybah in de Khazee, poor ‘ole Webb 
doin’ his best, an’ if we not more grateful, 
next thing we know, ole Harold be recrootin’ 
him at de Downin” Street as de Economik 
‘Advisah ! 


Econommys 


De RAC also not laggin’ in de need fo’ 
‘econommys. Orl last week, de ole midnite 
oll burnin’ in de slums o Belgravier, an’ de 
stoks 0” Vintage Napolean takin’ a reel ham. 
‘merin’, wile de top branes in de motah-racin’ 
wurld ‘searchin’ fo" de ansah to redoocin’ de 
Costs fo’ 1975. Dis, o' corse, am mo eesy 
problem, an de meetin’s lastin’ long into de 
Rite. Howevah, de mass o' business talent, an’ 
de steely determinayshun to concentrate on 
de major. isshoes, allied to be amazin’ 
finanshul wizzerdry o' de committee, soon 
resultin’ in de implementayshun 0" a series o° 
‘cconomik cuts witch simplee staggerin’ de 
rayein’ wurld wid de brillyant farsitedness an’ 
Jogi’ behind de redukshuns. Fustly, de size 
o" de adverts on de raycin’ cars am to bee 
Fedooced by no less than too inches, an’ 
de size 0° de competishun numbahs ‘also 
beein’ redooced by de same amount! But de 
reel clinchah still to cum! Dis final meashah 
takin’ up six hours’ o” de meeting on its’ own, 
but de time well spent, fo" de effeck on de 
raycin’ next seeson am bound to be o° earth- 
shakin’ importahnce—de numbah 0" words 
in. de title” de Trade Licences been 
redooced 10 SIX!!! De mind jus bogglin’ at 
de noos ! No wundah pandeemoneeyum rainin’ 
at de announcement! De FIA firin’ off de ole 
Telex at de rate o° four per minit to de Easy- 
Gibbon, but de Iron Man 0’ Belgrave Sq 
standin’ firm. (O'corse he got no choye 
ennyway, wot with de ole’ Dean hisself ni 

de feet to de floor). Well, ort ah sayin’ at 
‘de moment is dat we orl bein’ damn lucky 
dat de rite men in charge at de top. Brillyant 
innovayshun am jus" wot de Sport cryin’ out 
for, an’ dese latest moves am typical o' de 
dynamik way de RAC respondin’ to de 
challenge. Ah sure you orl jus flabbahgarsted 
wid de ole admirayshun, same as met 


Ole Stanley 


Corse it not only de organisahs wot hard 
at work at de moment, for de wintah am de 
time when de top raycin’ teams makin’ orl 
de plans fo" next seeson, an’ bizzy deenyin’ 
‘ofl de roomers ‘bout who drivin’ wot. An’ not 
only de top teams, but orlso de teams like 
BRM! This leedin’ up to de scoop o' de 
week, an’ dat 0” corse am de BRM plans fo’ 
next season! ‘Ole Steamah, he reely bin 
takin’ some stik, espeshally as ‘ole Foley 
playin’ de dirtee erik an’ publishin’ de 
remarkably accurate detailed drawin’s o' next 


~ BUT DEAN, EVEN A GIBBON 
SHOULDN'T HAVE TO Wot 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY 


year's chassis, an’ leakin' de noos o' Heath 
Robinson's appointment as de chef designah 
Dis completly ruin de surprise unvailin’ 
planned to impress de noo sponsah, a leedin’ 
manufackturer o” de Bog Roll Papah. Dis 
latter move jus’ prove de smartest move evah, 
‘as wot bettah vehicle to display de bog-roll 
than wun owned by de Bog Loo, an’ crlways 
cleanin’ up at de rear o' de field! Ole Stanley 
not known as de smart-arse for nothing ! How 
‘cum ah furst wid de big noos you mite wel 
be askin’. Well, de big seekrit out today 
BRM fieldin’ de orl-Brittish team o' drivahs in 
de Gran-Prix fo’ 1975! Numbah wun Drivah 
am Shuntah Nboko, born in Brixton an’ in 
Seecrit trainin’ on de ole LT Buses since 
1968! De way he gettin’ de ole 137 sideways 
up Stretham High Road reely bodin’ well fo" de 
‘spektators at de Nurbergrin’ ! De numbah two 
Seat goin’ to Nerfah Karoffi, discovered by de 
Loo in de Taxi Rank ‘by de Small Loo 
outside de Waterloo. De way he takin’ de kink 
in de Waterloo Undahpass absolootly flat am 
enuff to convince de Boss dat he jus’ de 
man fo’ de job. De reel stroke o” Jeenyus am 
de appointment o' Mahself as de Team Man- 
ager. Orlreddy ah rately enhancin’ de 
Chances fo next seeson wid de detayled 
tactiks! De reel mastah stroke bein’ de 
erekshun o' de speshul grandstan’ (only de 
finest straw ‘an’ wattles bein’ used) at de 
Paddock Cornah fo’ de drivahs’ relatives. Dis 
bully sited within easy Assegai_ di 
ot de trak, an’ ole "ON 
Obveeusly be gettin’ de ole feet down at dis 
cornah at lest! (To say nuthin’ of de ole 
heads as well if dey not well in de leed !) 
Well, dat sorts out who be doin’ orl de 
winnin’ next year, an’ de opposishun be too 
bizzy to wurry, wot with de sudden crop o° 
unexplaned punctures wot bein’ corzed by de 
Zulu Blow-Pipe squad behind de pits! 


Limp Engineering 


‘Ole Max Measley an’ Robber Turd, dey 
showin’ de common sense an’ orlreddy 
throwin’ in de towel, At least dey 
who goin’ to be de winnahs 
Champeenship in °751 O' corse, it 
shame dat Limp Engineerin’ no lony 
9" de Formula Wun Seen 

de 

de U2 Mk 6B wot he used to rayce in de 
Clubmans Formulah! De man obveeusly” got 
evrywun's sympathy, but reely de Paddock 
Perry Mason jus’ not de rite man to run de 
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Purely personal 


Formulah Wun Team! Ennywun clumsy enuff 
to get his Han's Stuck in de drivin’ seat 
soonah or latah goin’ to get his Fingers Cort 
in de bonnet straps! Still, nowun can say 
dat Limp Engineerin’ didn't try hard—ah 
hhas it strate from de horses mouf dat dey 
even sendin’ a self-destructin’ tape to de ole 
Mishun Impossible but unfortunately dey 
turnin’ it down! Ole Mes 

teef at de lady drivahs, thinkin’ di 
de ansah, but soon givin’ up dis line o° 
thinkin’ when he discoverin’ dat de famous 
Lella Wombledi am rely de i 

Lanfranchi wid de short wig an’ de pancake 
make-up! (Ole Webby not jus’ de pretty 
face!) Dis o' corse cummin’ aftah de deal 
wid’ Alison Davies fallin’ through when de 
sponsor's perfoomed pessaries stuck up de ole 
exhorst an’ redoocin’ de power output o' de 
DFV sumfin’ orful! Still ah sure dat Limp 
have de grate future in Japan—de cars 
orlways sideways ennyways! 

‘Anuther Scoop de noos dat ort 
Formulah to be renamed fo" 1975, on de 
numerikal basis, accordin’ to how menny 
spektators support dem! So far, Formulah 
Wun to becum Formulah 50,000, an’ Formulah 
8000 to becum Formulah 31 


Everso Biggiballis 


Another hoo Formulah to be appearin’ am de 
Formulah Ford 2000, witch am roomered 
to be de biggah an' bettah vershun o' de ole 
Formulah Ford. Dis reely got orl de 

lickin’ de lips in anticipayshun o° 

fan’ bettah punch~ups, an’ de biggah 
an’ bettah protests, an’ de biggah an’ ‘bean 
bent emjins, an’ de biggah an’ bectah 
disqualificayshuns, an’ de biggah an’ bettah 
evrything else wot we orl cum te 
appressheate wid de ole Formulah Ford. 
Attah or, dis am de Formulah wot give us 
de current. Wurld Champyon, Everso 
Bigglballis. Dis year o' corse, de good name 
0” de formulah gettin’ blackened jus’ a litde 
by de people who shood be knoin’ be:tah ! 
‘dunno wot de Educayshun an’ 

Retijun cummin’ too, when most o* de bent 
‘enjins bein’ built by de Scolahs an’ de 


Ee 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 26, 1974 


wid de raycin’ to wurry, wot wid ole Patrick 
Nerf nockin’ de ole grin off de Smiley's face, 
an’ Sourh goin’ West aftah a TW wid de 
Needell, an’ poor ole Vermilio goin’ reely 
well Inde ole Demon Van an’ nowun takin’ 


enny notice wotsoevah ! Espeshully de Colin 
Crapman o' Team Lowtus who far too 
wurried "bout de roomahs 0° redooced budiits 
fo' "75 an’ de teem bein’ renamed as de “ Ole 
Holeburn Roll-Ups” Dis 0° corse, am 
fembarrassin’ when you considerin’ de ole 
Penske Teem got de budjit o' two millyun 
dollahs jus’ fo" de polishin’ rags! Still, 

not ort millyunayres, an’ ole 
obyeeusly reely relieved when de 


yf 


Mob cummin’ up trumps agane fo' ‘75, even 
tho’ de munny sumwot less, an’ de'Teem 
r ights Dog End 


a? 
y! Dis 0° corse bringin’ me 
I started, an’ talkin’ "bout de 
hs, ah jus dunno how de loonie Philips 
‘goin’ to be affordin' enny more appearances 
0' de Genral, unless de ole Ontosrorr raisin’ 
de prices yet agane! Still, if'n you reely 
honest, Playboy gittin away wid showin’ de 
ropey ‘ole chassis at sixtee pee, so why 
shood Ontosronr be enny different ? So, while 
dey makin’ de minds up, De Genral wishin’ 
you orl de Very Merry Christmas an’ de 
Happee Ole Noo Yeah! 


1974 ended as it had started for Reutemann, leading a GP — this time he won, 


INTERVIEW 


El Lolé: the next Fangio ? 


CARLOS REUTEMANN talks to PETER WINDSOR 


In a yes 
Emerson Fittipaldi the world titl 
tiveness—that Carlos Rew 


overall point standings. Grands Prix in Argentina, South Africa, Austri 
e dominated, but such was the severity of his mid-ye 


he may hi 


when three Grand Prix wins and a string of good placings were sufficient to earn 
it Is surprising—and a measure of the season’ 


competi- 


champlonship hopes ware’ effectively ruined with five races still to run. 


‘Even 80, there’s no doubt that Carlos Alberto Reutemann enterged 


off the pace, hhis driving singled him out 


' great driver in 1974. 
His win In Austria was one of the best of the year and even when the Brabham BT44 was 


2 tiger, as someone who fully lived up to the 


classic definition of “the racing driver.” A good deal of his determination perhaps is due 


to his tough beginnings. 
poor, hi 
But now, with m: 


\elp from his rival 
yi 


team, with a superb chassis, 
‘So. at 


performance wa 


Whan he first arrived in Europe early in 1970, his English was 
‘Government-financed Formula 2 team was disorientated and Carlos received little 
fe had to learn the hard way—from experience. 

jrned lessons behind him, Reutemann is nes 

Is thoroughly happy to be there—not because of the money 

"go out of his way to seek either)—but because he is driving for a competitive 

‘R000 dngine and hard-won 

the age of 32, Reutemann lines up for the 1975 season with 

of taking the world title. He is not overly confident, 

eyes reflecting his immense respect for Maranello, 
‘one of the big surprises of the 1974 season. 


ing the top of his 
the glamour (in 


(ing mechanics 
.n excellent chance 

ywever: “The Ferraris,” he muses, hi 
ill be hard to beat. For me, Lauda’s 
With the memory of his 


flag-to-flag victory at Watkins Glen still fresh in the minds of most, one can't help feeling 


that the Ferra 
Martini-sponsored Brabham. 


It’s been quite a year for you, Carlos. Have 
you exceeded any ambitions you may have had 
at the beginning of the season? 

‘Yes, I never imagined before Argentina what 
would happen this year in Formula 1. No 
idea. 

Going back to the first time you drove the 
BT44, can you remember your initial Impres- 
sions’? 

T think I drove it two weeks before the race 
but only driving the car slowly, you know, to 
adjust the seat and set the pedals. When I 
drove it in first practice on Friday the car felt 
very, very good, 

How did it differ from the BT42? 

I think the car was much easier to drive 
compared with the 42 and it put the power 
fon the road much better. It was also very good 
in the fast and medium-speed corners. 

Was it quicker in a straight line? 


10 


team—and a few others—will be equally worried about Reutemann and his 


Oh, in Argentina it was very, very quick. 
Incredible. 

You had quite a lot of trouble during practice 
for that race, as a result of which you 
finished up on the third row. In retrospect, 
was this an advantage? Did it help to take 
some of the pressure off you? 

Yes, there would have been more pressure on 
the’ front row. When I started the race I 
didn't feel anything . - - I started as if it was 
in another country. I was sixth fastest and 
in the first comer there was the problem 
between Revson and Clay. At that time Ronnie 
Ted the race from Emerson, Hunt, Ickx and 
myself. T overtook Jacky ickx on the big 
corner round the back and at the same time 
Hunt overtook Peterson. Then James went 
off at the end of the straight and I was third. 
On the next Feft-hander 1 overtook Emerson ! 
T thought “hey, three cars in one lap—that’s 


sn here leading James Hunt at Watkins Glen. 


fantastic!” 
How did you pass them? 
In acceleration. It was incredible, After two 


laps I overtook Ronnie 
‘couldn't believe it 
‘Then everything went wrong. Did you know 
that the airbox was coming apart ? 

Yes, because the sunshine was coming across 
the back of the car and I could see it in the 
Shadow in front of the pits 

You must have been shattered when the car 
stopped only a few miles from the finish. 
You know, I'l probably remember only ‘one 
event in my career and that is the race in 


ind T disappeared, 1 


Argentina. It was my home Grand Prix and 1 
could imagine the explosion from the public 
Mf T'd_ won the race. Probably I'll never have 


the chance again. Next year I'll have a pune: 
ture of something like that. It was close, so 
close. Everybody was leaning over the rails, 
waiting for the chequered flag. The diff 
part was over, only the easy part—the 
lap, the Mowers, the champagne 

What about President Peron’s gesture—his 
subsidy for the Brabham team ? 

T'never really fully understood the nature of 
that support. Everybody knew he put in about 
£400 a month and everybody believed it was 
support for the team, to buy engines and 
gearboxes and so forth. But afterwards I was 
told that there was nothing for th team, it 
was only for me, to pay hotel bills and things 
like that. Bernie received no extra money to 
prepare my car. 

‘Then, of ‘course, you won in South Africa 
after a close race with Lauda. Did this bring 
home just how difficult it is to win a GP? 


It was only Gordon’s 
designing ability that 
let me win thi 
Grands Prix " 


Yes, it's bloody difficult. When I lost the 
Argentine Grand Prix so easily, you know, 
with one lap fo go and a twenty’ second lead, 
and then had to go on to Brazil and start 
again, then I realised how difficult it alll was. 
‘At the exact moment I put my helmet ca and 
Strapped myself in at Interlagos I thought 
“I've got to set the car up, choose tyres, do six 
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hours of practice and try to get the car back 
where it had been two weeks before.” I then 
understood how difficult it is 10 win @ Grand 
How did you feel when you heard that your 
team-mate was to be Richard Roberts? Had 
you heard of him? 
Well Bernie told me that he was very good 
in F3 and I had heard of him because I follow 
all the other forms of racing, 
Of course, it must be easier having someone 
like Pace? 
‘Sure, Today I think it's probably better to have 
two equal drivers because first, the team Is 
fighting for the constructor’s “championship 
land second, two cars are better than one. You 
can't put all the effort into one car because 
it's $0 easy to lose. 
But what about the situation that arose 
between Fittipaldi and Peterson In 1973 ? 
T think it's very difficult to tell, you know. 1 
mean potentially Ronnie and ickx are two 
number ones, Niki and Clay are number ones, 
Pace and myself. 
Maybe It’s only at Lotus that it can’t work. 
Rindt and Hill didn’t get on either. . . 
I don’t know the reason about Emerson and 
Ronnle in 1973, but probably the team 
started to separate within itself 
Could that situation arise at MRD? 
No, I don think so, Pace and I have exactly 
the same treatment, the same tyres, new 
engines at the same time, the same gears, 
everything's the same 
To an outsider It's surprising that Bernie 
Ecclestone, who obviously Is Involved with a 
number of other businesses, runs his racing 
team as effectively as he does. Do you feel 
that Bernie spends as much time with the 
team as he should ? 
I think the people behind Bernie in the team 
do thelr job very, very well. People like Gordon 
Murray, the mechanics, and the people who 
make the menocoques and the engines. Gordon 
4s always behind the team at the factory and 
T think he's very, very intelligent 

Tc was only his designing ability that tet 
me win three Grands Prix 
Going back to your '74 season, It's obvious 
that there was a period where you and the 


“You can’t complain 
about catch fences at 
‘one circuit and then 
go on and race at 
Monaco “ 


BT44 simply weren't as competitive 
had been or were going to be. - 

It's very, very difficult to find a reason for 
this. At Zandvoort L tried as hard as 1 could 
yet I was slower than the M23s. Nivelles can 
be struck off the list because I had a lot of 
problems in practice but Monaco wasn't so 
bad. 

Monaco ‘you could have won had you not 
collided with Peterson ? 

No, not won, but probably finished I don’t 
Know, second or ehird, 

Did Ronnie make the mistake then? 

Because Ronnie had caused the problem he 
should have waited for us to pass. Regazzoni 
made exactly the same mistake later, but he 
waited until everybody had gone past. 

Do you think there are some circults where 
the BT44 Isn't quite as competitive as it Is on 
others ? 

I think {t fs suited to all types of circuit, but 
from my point of view it is better on medium 
and fast circuits. It is a type of car that goes 
very, very well on a circuit like Watkins Glen. 
At the Glen it is absolutely perfect 
incredible. But if you talk to Pace or Watson 
they'll say that it is the same for all the 
circuits. 

Do you enjoy Monaco ? 

Well from the day I had a lot of trouble during 
practice in 1973 and finished up on the back 
of the grid, people have said thet I don’t 
Mike Monaco. think it’s one circuit ar which 
you have to drive with a lot of attention. I 
think Monaco is today a good Formula 3 
oireuit, but not good for Formula 1, where 
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Carlos times two 


you have 450 bhp and big tyres 
Yet you get Stewart saying he likes it because 
it requires so. much precision. 


It’s very difficult to explain the a 
because the GPDA is always fight 

jety and yet the safety at Monaco is zer 
You can't complain about catch fences at one 


cireult and then go on and race at Monaco. 
In an interview a couple of years ago you said 
that one of your faults Is that you don’t think 
much about safety. Have you changed your 
attitude to this 


Yes, I think the drivers have to care about 
safety because nobody can give you @ guaran 
tee that your car wen't break. You need t 
take care of your life. I think this Is the 
reason why it's better to make changes at 
cireuits. It’s better for everyone in. racing. 
Imagine the publicity if there was a really bad 
accident. Armco was put up three or four 


years ago. Now everyone agrees that it Is good 
from some angles but very bad from others. 
There is no chance for the driver, I think it 
costs less money to have catch fences but 
sometimes the drivers are in a very bad posi- 
tion for this issue, For example, the GPDA 


racing in Europe in 1970, 


Reutemann leading Pescarolo at Crystal Palace in the ACA Brabham during his first 


Reutemann and Poce with the Martini-tiveried BT44 at their presentation, 


talked about Watkins Glen this year—before 
the race—and asked the organisers to put in 
some more catch fences, The Glen is one of 
those ‘circuits where, if you have a problem, 
you don’t have a 

said “No, the Glen is the best circuit in the 
world and a couple of years ago was given 
the GPDA award.” I couldn't understand It, 
because one year ago Cevert had been killed. 
No one remembered that and you know, | 
so easy to put up catch fences. I spoke with 
the Canadian GP organisers on the way back 
from the States and they were so happy they 
had put catch fences all round the circuit, 
They said it was so easy and so. cheap. I 
remember for the rest of my life when Jackie 
Stewart crashed at South Africa in 1973, One 
hundred and sixty miles per hour through 
some catch fences and then next day Jackie 
won the race! That was fantastic, 1 think the 
development of the cars has been very quick, 
but circuit safety not so. It's as if you tried 
to land a Jumbo Jet on a quarter-mile runway, 
How many years has Brands Hatch remained 
the same circuit ? Fifteen, twenty years maybe. 
Every car is now much more on the limit 


jason of 


" 


A season in sports car racing in 1973 
Here he leads Bob Wollek's Matra at Le Mar 


‘and the circuits must be altered to cope. 
Getting back to your recent season, I believe 
Emerson was a bit upset with the way you 
“stayed ahead of him” at Brands Hatch ? 
Well I spoke with Emerson at the German GP 
GPDA meeting afterwards because everyone 
‘was Joking about Emerson waving his fist at 
me. That was the second time he had done 
that, He did the same with Jackie (Stewart) in 
‘Argentina last year 

‘And at Silverstone °73 Emerson also got a bit 
lupset with you after the “first” start... . 
Yer = But if you want to wave your fi 
I think you shouldn't only do it at Druids 
what about Paddock or Hawthorns ? Emerson 
told me in Germany that he was braking much 
Inter at Druids—but I said that T was much 
Quicker than him after the pits. This is racing 
today. Sometimes you have to compromise, 
Sometimes your car is better in slow corners 
land sometimes it is better in quicker ones. 

In fact, you've got a bit of a reputation for 
being able to keep people behind you, viz 
Canada '72 with Hulme, Ricard °73 ‘with 
‘Stewart and the Ring '73 with Pace and others. 
‘On all these occasions people have remarked 


The BT44 at Monaco with the super efficient 
Brabham crew changing tyres during practice 
Whilst Carlos discusses compounds. with ex: 
Goodyear Racing boss Ed Alexander. 


that you're difficult to get past. 
I don’t get paid to let people overtake me. I 
think everyone's a professional and everyone 
must do a job. Everyone must find a way of 
overtaking ! They must look for an opportunity 
to pass you. 

I think it was Stewart who once remarked 
that he never went off-line in order to stop 
someone getting past. 

‘Yes, but today, if you are intelligent and you 
are’a good driver, you can wait until the 
correct moment to get past. It’s stupid for 
two top drivers to argue. When I've overtaken 
someone it’s so easy. I'll tell you something. 
Nobody's ever given me room to overtake 
‘ever since I started my career. I remember 
‘at Ricard in "73 1 had to try so hard to over- 
take Cevert. I don't remember anyone ever 
making it easy for me. I don't understand 
why the other drivers éxpect someone they 
are passing to brake early or go off line. This 
is wrong. If you are a good driver you don’t 
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ith Ferrari resulted in several encouraging placings. 


need to wave your fist. You overtake them on 
the outside of Paddock Bend—anywhere you 
ike. 

Have you ever waved your fst at anybody ? 
While we're on the criticisms that some 
People may have of your driving, perhaps we 
should talk about the fact that some think you 
consistently jump starts. 

No, I don't think 1 do. 

What about Dijon ? 

Yes, 1 probably did at Dijon. A lot of times it 
depends on the starter and how he drops the 
flag and s0 on. Everyone complains about me 
but you saw what happened with Lauda at 
Monza. We had a long 25-minute mecting 
before the race talking about starting proce- 
dure and the fact that each driver would have 
‘a man watching him, but Niki started the race 
like crazy, long before the flag was dropped. 
During your “lean” period this year, was it 
difficult mot to get discouraged, to keep the 
confidence you'd built up after Kyalami ? 

It's very difficult to fight, very difficult. 

Do you think you're more susceptible to get- 
ting "psyched out before a race than other 
drtvers? 

No, I don't care. Before the race I don’t think 
‘about anything because you never know until 
the flag has dropped what's going to happen. 
But if luck exists in racing, I think I am one 
of the men with less luck. 

‘Which was your most satisfying win of the 
season ? 

1 think Austria was very good, but 1 also 
think I did a very good job at Monza, although 
T didn't win. 


“ | think the Ferrari 
chassis is good but 
it’s not better than the 
BT44” 


But that_was only because everyone had to 
change race tyres on Sunday morning—and 
the tyres we used were more suited to the 
Ferrari. Not that they asked for them to be 
changed. the decision came from Goodyear. 
How did your engine power in Austria and 
Monza compare with the Ferraris’? 

T used the same enpine in Austria and Monza. 
In Austria the Ferrari was exactly the same 
‘but at Monza it disappeared. I think Niki 
used a very powerful engiae at Monza, for 


not better than the BT44. I think it’s less 
competitive, but has more horsepower. 

‘What about the Alfa flat-12 engine? 

T think it’s a very powerful engine, particu- 
larly on the brake, When I drove ‘the Alfa 
sports car I felt the engine was good. But it's 
very difficult to tell because the sports car 
was very heavy. It’s very difficult t0 exactly 
‘compare the power with a DFV. For instance, 
one day when we were practising in Austria I 
pulled 11,000 rpm on the straight. The next 
day, with the same gears, checking only the 
mixture, the car pulled 12,000 rpm! On race 
day it pulled 11,200 rpm. 

How did the Alfa sports car team this year 
compare with the Ferrari effort in 1973? 

T think Ferrari had much more organisation. 
The Ferrari people know their job well and 
they are very professional. I was tempted to 
Join them when they offered me a Formula 1 
contract in 1973. 

‘Are you glad you did those three races with 
‘Alfa this year? 

Yes. Probably I expected more from the Alfa 
chassis, though. 

Are you going to do long-distance races next 
year? 

T don't think so. I don’t think there are going 
to be too many cars around! 

Do you feel that you'll have to do something 
to supplement Formula 1? 

If you do six or seven test sessions before 
the Grands Prix I don’t think you need to do 
any other races in between, It's better to 
concentrate on Formula 1. In one week of 
testing you can maybe cover everything you 
need to for the next race, It's not a bad thing 
to do F5000 in the States but you need a 
flight from Europe to the States and back. 
Then when do you start to relax? 

Do you think you're a good test driver? 
Yes, I think so, I work well with Gordon, 


"If you do six or seven 
test sessions before the 
Grands Prix | don’t think 
you need to do any 

other races in between ” 


During practice lulls you're often seen looking 
lat other ears, mixing with other teams. Is this 
just curiosity on your part ? 

No, it’s just that I love motor racing. You 
know, ever since I was a small child 1 have 
loved’ to look at Formula 1 cars. How every- 
body makes them and how everyone works 
Vike crazy and how everyone talks to one 
another before practice. I like to see this in 
Formula 1 

Why do you base yourself in England during 
the season? Why not Switzerland, or Spain? 
It's a very nice country, England. Everybody 
has crises at the moment. England's not ¢he 
cooly country in trouble. I think the people 
in England are very good, they respect you, 
and are very educated: 

How were you received in Argentina when 
you returned with three Grand Prix wins to 


ing for more wins ! 
What sort of business arrangements do you 
have now? Have you got any Argentine 
‘sponsors? 

Some very small ones, yes. But it is very 
Gifficult to raise money over there. I tried 
very hard, but ‘it is not a big country like 
Brazil, and the money situation is not good at 
the moment. 

Finally, Carlos, what did you think of the 
Fuji cireuit in “Japan ? 

I don't think the circuit lis prepared for 
Formula 1 at the moment because the main 
straight in front of the pits is very fast, but 
the surface is not very good. There were a 
Jot of stones around, and when I drove on 
Sunday a loc of the other cars sprayed stones 
on to my visor and broke the windscreen. 
1 think the whole thing was a good idea 
because it gave the Japanese something to 
think about. The circu is very quick but 
needs small changes. 

Thank you, Carlos, and best of luck in 1975. 
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Win a 
Ford 


In conjunction with Ford and IBM, Avro- 
sPoRT is promoting a sensational new competi- 
tion ac ithe Racing Car Show next month: the 
Terminal Stages Computer Rally. It involves 
“driving” a rally car by computer—over a 
special stage ageinst the clock, with real road 5 
conditions and hazards built in. The fastest 


time during the show will win nothing tess | Hand this coupcn in at the Ford stand at the Racing Car Show i} 
then stremrw Fed Hoenn Meron worn |! wah © omer he Tomi Stges comer Fal 
a ee eee eae | oe | 
Wronts to use bis earincompatition, ©2000) No 
worth of Ford Rallyesport performance parts | Address | 
to prepece ft for Group T rallying or racing 

| My currem car is (year) {| 


HOW THE COMPETITION WCRKS 


On this page you'll see a diagram of a cf a pack of Ford Rallyesport gear— 


If you're not going to the Show... 


special stage, That's the route you'll be taking rary ‘jackes, T-ahit, hat, aweaesbire, 
—by computer. You'll also see a coupon: cut If you can’t make it eo the Racing Car bag. keyring and umbrella, to ensure 
out, fill in your mame and address, and Show Cs at Olymla te, London trom You doe 1878 race’ erally apecta 
take It to the Ford stand et the Racing Car compeciticn for you too, with some great "Aue SM iad de co 3 hs plo a 
‘Show, On their stand there will be a computer Beizes. Top of the heap is a day at words in Stuart Turner's mouth. We sat 
terminal linked to the IBM CALL ‘Time-Shar- Bagshcx's tal proving ground asthe him down at'a CALL keyboard and got 
sarees guest of Roger ‘Clark. who'l really fim to do the game: he was doing, well 
Show you how k's done. Or, if you dont Undit he arived at Turner's Folly in the 
Full details of the competition itself and fect like stomaching that, yout ean opt Srennioen roa trainee! 
how i operates were published tast week, fee awo grandstand tickets ia the main Computer tcid him" hope you've Bot a 
and will be printed next week as well. And of ‘cline stand at Silverstone next July fiendiy team manager—you've "ist 
course there'll be full introduction on the for, she British Grand Prix writen the car off!" 
a ee nd. there are 15 runner-up prizes Stuart's reply &0 the computer? Well, 
a we thought it was unprintable. FIL in on 
Good tuck! the right hand form, in not more than 


15 words, what you think he said, send 
it to the Ford address on the form— 
not to us at AuTosroRT—and you 
Could be his and Roger's guest for a 
Say at Bagshot or be watching next 
searcn’s British Grand Prix in» syle, 
Weill print the most amusing or most 
appropriate answers in AUTOSPORT 
when the competition's over 


Terminal Computer Rally : Rules 


Send this coupon to Ford Motor Co Ltd, attention lan Marlowe, 20/525 Arisdale * 
Avenue, South Ockendon, Essex RM15. 


I think Stuart Turner is saying 


phates 


Address 


| 

Name 
: “al 
| 


My current car is (year) 
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Road test 


The Austin/Morris 2200 is perhaps the most pleasant of British Ley! 


CHRISTMAS ROAD TEST 


Cops, robbers and cars 


by John Bolster 


nd’s front drive cars with features that make it suitable for police work. 


across the field, he shouted “there he goes!” 
So, I crept back into the hall and broke the 
lap record for the dance floor with the local 
crumpet, Having thus established my alibi, 
T adjourned to the Working Men's Club, where 
three muscular men drained their tankards in 
silence and placed them before me on the bar 
counter. As I refuelled them, the only com- 


There are those who subscribe to the ACAB the steps of the Working Men's Club, fasten- ment was the remark, “I should bloody well 

(all coppers are baskets) theory, but I've ing their belts think #0, too! 

always got along all right with the fuzz— T raced across a field with the pack bebind Such men the salt of the earth, so 1 

indeed, some of the most dedicated drinkers me and dropped between the rows of potatoes, was not ashamed to masquerade as a copper 

with whom 1 have propped up bars have been lying still in the darkness. The leading police: when I went to Longbridge to borrow a police 

members of that gallant force. They are really man ran right over me, tripped and fell. "Get car. As the photographs show, the hat I was 

Quite human, as the following examples prove. back in the hall and dance like buggery!” given was the wrong sort for a speed cop and, 
1 had burnt out a piston in a continental he whispered urgently and then, racing on incidentally, far too small to fit over my 

race and had a terrible rush to get ready for 

FRc and had i Having. worked all ‘might. 1 This police car has @ specially certified, centrally mounted speedometer and a rev counter. 


felt that a bit of running in was necessary, 
but there was no time €o go to a circuit or 
airfield. So, I telephoned the local sergeant 
and asked what his reactions would be if he 
saw me driving a racing car, without number 
Plates, mudguards, or silencer, on the road 
"it you're going to drive her in the grand 
pricks,” he replied, “me and my constables 
Will regard it as our patriotic duty to see 
Rothing.” It's a pity I couldn't win for them 
after that! 

Then there was the occasion, during the 
war, when there was a dance ‘at a certain 
village hall, 1 thought it would be fun to 
let off a thunderflash, a powerful explosive 
device used in training troops, which I hap- 
pened to have in my pocket. Outside the hall 
in the blackout it was, as Dyian Thomas would 
have remarked, a moonless night, starless and 
bible-black. The explosion was superb, but by 
that stupendous flash I was able to see that 
Thad planted my bomb almost beneath a fat 
lady who was squatting with her skirt up. 
“Help! Murder! Police!” The lady screamed 
hysterically, and as the dancers poured out of 
the hall, three large policemen dashed down 


1€ 
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Dont miss this 
pre-publication offer 


racing annual-at £1.55 off 


AUTOCOURSE 


The year’s finest motor 


Save £1.55 on the most 
complete and up-to-date 
annual of the motor 
racing year 


Published January 17, £5.50 
Pre-publication offer, £3.95 
Offer expires January 15 


All the action, excitement and 
atmosphere of the sport is captured 
in the pages of this beautiful 

book. 


Detailed Grand Prix reports by 

Pete Lyons with full results, 
team-by-team analysis and lap charts 
are backed up with superb action 
photography by some of motor 
racing's best photographers. 


Authoritative reports detail the facts — 
and the lessons behind the facts — of 
the 1974 season in all major areas of 
the sport : sports car racing, 

F2, F5000, CanAm, NASCAR and 
USAC, historic car racing and 
international rallying 


And a wealth of special features 
covers the big stories and talking 
points of the motor racing year. 
There's a foreword by World 
Champion Emerson Fittipaldi. An 
exclusive article on the Grand Prix 
revival of Ferrari. A profile of 
Fittipaldi, twice World Champion 
at the age of 27. And there’s an 
examination by Pete Lyons of the 
lessons learned from the 1974 Grand 
Prix season, and a glance towards 
what the future will bring. 


The Formula 1 teams are examined 
in detail, with exclusive statistics, 
technical specifications and data for 
the whole season. And there's a 
16-page portfolio of all the year's 
major results 
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London W1 
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Road test 


big ‘ead. The sergeant would have taken one 
took at me and sent me back to pounding 
the beat. 

British Leyland supply many police forces 
with their vehicles, ranging from Jaguars 
downwards. Let me make it clear, straight 
away, that police cars have standard engines 
and are not endowed with abnormal perform. 
ance, as so many people believe. The sensa- 
tional Press tend to suggest that a police- 
man's life really consists of a glorified 
game of cops and robbers, but those banner 
headlined 100 mph chases seldom happen, It's 
far more effective to tail the Villain and radio 
ahead to have him stopped, rather than racing 
neck and neck with the danger of Involving 
innocent passers-by. 

‘The test car was an Austin/Morris 2200, 
which has a transverse six-cylinder engine 
and front-wheel drive. This model Is perhaps 
the most pleasant of British Leyland’s front- 
drive cars and has many features that make 
it particularly suitable for police work. Plenty 
of room in the rear compartment is required 
for interrogating suspects and the boot must 
be big enough to carry bulky equipment, 
such as accident or diversion signs, 

‘Though the 2200 Is not a sports car, Se has 
pretty good performance and can stand 
being driven hard continuously. Its front-drive 
stability is valuable for use in gales, floods, ice, 
or snow, while the flat ride and’ reasonably 
low sound level ensure that men on arduous 
tours of duty are not tired unnecessarily. 1 
would imagine that it has many virtues as a 
police car and I certainly enjoyed driving, 
once ‘2 model for which I have a par: 
ticular affection 

For police work, the extra electrical equip- 
ment calls for a larger alternator and a 
heavy-duty battery, while a special wiring har- 
ess connects. up to the Police and Stop 
signs and searchiights, The roof lining has 
three zip fasteners to give access to these 
connections, It Is well known chat motor manu- 
facturers normally order speedometers with a 
stated degree of optimum—accurate at 30 
mph rising t0 8 per cent fast at 100 mph Is 
the most popular specification, 1 believe. This 
police car has a specially certified, cenirally- 
mounted speedometer and a rev-counter was 
also fitted, though this was an extra. Oil 
Pressure ammeter dials are also prominently 
placed, as they should be on any car of 
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The quite small six cylinder engine gives easy 90 mph cruising. 


which the driver ts competent to use them. 
The siren makes a splendid noise and puts 
the wind up other motorists | 

The quite small’ six-cylinder engine gives 
easy 90 mph cruising and the accurate speedo- 
meter swings past the 100 mph mark on occa- 
sions. This model has exce'lent steering and 
the wide body gives ample space for the free 
movement of large men in bulky greatc 
This car Is not a BMW or Jaguar eater, of 
course, but drivers of less potent machinery 
may be disagreeably surprised at its turn of 
speed 

So much for the equipment, but what of 
the men? As never before, we are relying on 
them to defend us against violence and 
anarchy. Tt ig therefore tragic that the police 
are being asked to administer a stupid law 


Plenty of room in the rear compartment is required and the boot must be big 


that simply doesn’t work, causing many men 
to hate the force just when the wholehearted 


assistance of the public is vital, I refer to the 
iniquitous toeting-up system, as a result of 
which even a good driver may lose his licence 
by sheer bad luck. A lost licence all too often 
means a lost Job, and real hardship for a 
family 


Tonce knew a policeman who was respected 
by all the young men in his part of Scotland, 

rely because his superiors had the good 
sense to let him interpret the law as his 
experience told him was best, After Hogmanay 
celebrations, he could have waited down the 
road with ‘a breathalyser; he would have 
secured plenty of convictions and his job in 
that wild region would thereafter have become 
impossible, Instead, he inspected each Ind 
before he grasped steering wheel or handle- 
bars, sending some back to consume black 
coffee but allowing others to depart. In one 
case, he asked a chap to give him a demon- 
stration drive before he would let him give 
some wee lassies a lift home. 

Some of the fellows laughingly called him 
an old basket, but there was no fast driving 
that. night by’ general consent and everyone 
got home safely. All those young men would 
have willingly risked their lives for that 
officer, and if only more policemen would 
tey to’ build up that sort of relationship, their 
work would become much easier and’ more 
effective, In the dark days ahead, let us hope 
that the police will realise the harm that is 
being done to public relations by too strict 
interpretation of stupid laws. That's my Chi 
mas message, anyway! 
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BOXING DAY PISS-UP 


ASTOR CLUB RACING INTERNATIONAL, FIDDLERS THREE (that grotty Restaurant in 
Beauchamp Place—that paid dearly for this mention) and ASHTUNE. 


extend a warm invitation to racing people and pussy lovers everywhere after the Brands Hatch 
Meeting on Boxing Day. 


From 5.30 p.m. till quite a bit later, come and reinstate your circulation in elegant revelry at 


Astor Club 


BERKELEY SQUARE, W1 


Booze at saloon bar prices (our Bank Manager wouldn't let us give that away, too!) 


Astor Club Racing, Fiddlers Three and AeroMexico also invite you to their stand at the Racing 
Car Show, which they are presenting jointly with 


ASHTUNE (The Car Hire People) 
& HITACHI (Car prepared by S.H.A.R.P. Saloons) 


Astor Club 


LANSDOWNE ROW, 
OFF BERKELEY SQUARE, 
01-499 3181. 


More from Baron Advertising & Promotions Ltd. 01-589 5957. 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 26, 1974 19 


PROFILE 


Storming through the fleld in inimitable style, Scott-Brown at the wheel of  Lister-Maserati at the 1956 British Empire Trophy. 


Archie Scott-Brown: 
never a braver man.... 


By NIGEL ROEBUCK 


After more than 20 years of attending 
‘ace mectings, I sul go che same mmeoee 
fasure from watching an expert doing his 
Thing. Whatever the hassles in the paddock, 
the rows in the pits, the arguments with un- 
pleasant officials, I find that when those guys 
are out there, giving thelr all, I remain com: 
pletely entranced by the spectacle. These days, 
With tiny high-sided cockpits, you can't see 
anything of the drivers’ movements, but find 
hhigh vantage point, look down ‘on them, 
watch the constant minute corrections of th 
wheel the unhurried co-erdhation of, pedal 
lever and steering wheel, and you realise 
fhat the state of the art fs. stll very healthy 
despite the lack of a Moss or a Clark or a 
Stewart at present. 

Driving @ Grand Prix car has never been an 
easy thing to do. Forget about the ability 
Tequired, the concentration and mental effort 
demanded—those ‘things you may take for 
granted. But often overlooked is the fact that 
ft takes a good deal of physical strength to 
drive a racing car on the limit for two hours 
for a0, All right, a BRM is far less physically 
taxing than an ‘Auto Union, but flailing away 
m the wheel of any ill-handling car on a hot 
day 1s a tiring business, Consequently I have 
always had a great deal of admiration and 
respect for Jean-Pierre Beltoise. Since his 
appalling accident at Rheims in 1964, his left 
farm and leg have been considerably weakened, 
fand sometimes nothing more than a lack of 
pure physical strength has forced him to slow 
‘fter starting very fast indeed. Similarly, he is 
magnificent in the wet, when the sheer effort 
required to steer the car is so much less. 

Imagine, therefore, the problems confronting 
a racing driver who is disabled. In 1927, 
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Archie Scott-Brown was born without a right 
hand but with a forearm which ended in a 
stump, and with one leg considerably shorter 
than the other. Archie's parents were very 
keen on motor racing and their son decided 
very early in life that this was what he 
wanted to do, That his aspirations might be 
thwarted by his disability appears never to 
have entered his head. Getting into motor 
racing is far from easy, but for someone in: his 
position, the difficulties involved must have 
Seemed’ daunting. However, Scott-Brown's 
Getermination was more than equal to the 
task. 


Into competition 

After leaving school, Archie got a job as 
tobacco salesman in Cambridge, running a 
Succession of Morgans on the road, followed 
by an MG TD. It was in this car that he 
began his racing career, in sprints and club 
races. At one of these events, he met Brian 
Lister, who had recently given up race-driving, 
‘and they became firm friends. Archie took 
several class victories with the MG, and 
Lister was astonished at the manner in which 
he conquered his disability. Eventually he 
allowed Scott-Brown to drive his Tojeiro 
Special, and Archie scored his first outright 
viczory' with this car at Silverstone. 

Lister, of course, was a highly successful car 
builder and now he began ¢o take the whole 
deal much more seriously, realising that Archie 
‘Scott-Brown was something more chan just an 
‘ordinary good club racing driver In 1953 he 
built a new sports car. the ListerMG, and his 
protege achieved a good deal of success with 
it. From the very start, Archie's disability 
was never something “not t be mentioned.” 


‘There were many jokes and wisecracks about 
him. It sounds sick today, but maybe that's 
just a sad reflection of the’ times in which we 
live. In fact, Archie enjoyed the jokes as much 
as anyone, and many of them were of his 
own making. "In spite of a certain shortage 
of essential equipment,” he would say, flapping, 
the cuff of his jacket, “Brian has asked me 
to drive for him this se 

cracking was always good-natured and never 
@ problem to Archie. 


‘What was a problem, however, was the 
attitude of race “organisers. At international 
evel they simply didn't want to know, and for 
a long time Scott-Brown's physical handicap 
kept him out of the big time. A ridiculous 
situation, considering his obvious extraordinary 
ability in a racing car. At the beginning of 
1954, his for the British Empire Trophy 
at Oulton Park was turned down, and that 
marked the start of one more season at club 
Tevel—cleaning up, incidentally. At this point, 
it scemed that maybe his career was never 
going £0 progress any farther. But eventually 
Someone got the message, and Archie was 
able to acquire an unrestricted licence. 

‘After this somewhat lengthy apprenticeship 
in club racing, Scott-Brown was now good 
fand ready. Once more, he put in an entry 
for the British Empire Trophy, and this time 
it was accepted. Not surprisingly, Archie was 
out to make a point, and this he did to very 
good effect, winning the race outright with 
the 2-litre Lister-Bristoll Now there was no 
question about it. Despite his pleasant and 
tasy-going manner, despite the disability, 
despite everything he tad going against him, 
Archie Scott-Brown was a very serious racing 
@river who needed no sympathy or special 
consideration, thank you very much. The 
crowds adored not least for his flam- 
Boyant and spectacular driving style. At all 
times, Archie looked to be on the verge of a 
very big accident, but he very seldom let 
the car get away from him. Sideways was the 
order of the day. 

In spite of the big win at Oulton Park and 
a tremendous number of further British vic- 
tories in 1955, Scott-Brown's career looked to 
fave come to anosher impasse. By now, all 
race organisers én this country were convinced 
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of his ability to race competitively and on 
equal terms. Abroal it was a different story 
Time and time again Scolt-Brown and the 
Lister were turned down for continental 
Faces, and the team had no alternative but to 
restrict their racing to events in the UK. It 
was at once ludicrous and frustrating. But 
there were chinks of light at the end of the 
tunnel. For the Boxing Day meeting at Brands 
Hatch at the end of 1955, Archie finally got 
‘what he most wanted: a drive in a Grand Prix 
car, a Connaught, in fact. He didn’t have the 
‘greatest opposition in the world, but he won 
the race, going away, and his handling of the 
car Impressed all who witnessed it, One of 
these was Lance Macklin, who offered Archie 
a. drive in his Austin-Healey for the 1956 
Sebring 12 Hours. Naturally enough, the offer 
was taken up, and although the car retired 
with engine problems, Scott-Brown felt that 
another hurdle was behind him, He had taken 
part In a race in another country. But in 
Europe, most organisers hadn't changed their 
minds. 

For 1956, Archie again signed to drive for 
Brian Lister, this time in a new Maserati- 
engined car, as well as agreeing to do as 
many Fl races as possible in the Connaught 
For the Easter Monday FI race at Goodwood, 
the factory sent over the latest Maserati 250F 
for Stirling Moss to drive, but Archie held off 
the Italian car, maintaining first place until 
hho retired with engine trouble! A month later, 
he finished second to Moss (who was in a 
‘Vanwall this time) in the Daily Express Trophy 
at Silverstone. As well as this, he had three 
wins at Brands Hatch and thtee at Snetter: 
ton, Connaughts were thrilled with him, but 
despite all this, he still couldn't take’ part 
in any foreign Grand Prix because he wasn’t 
considered "safe." It was a fatuous state of 
affairs. 

‘The following year, 1957, saw Archie at his 


best. Over the previous winter, Brian Lister 
had decided to build a big sports car. All 
previous Listers had been designed and con- 
Structed for the 2-litre class, but Brian and 


The man himself 


Archie wanted to compete with the Aston 
wars on equal terms. A new 
‘and a D-Type Jaguar engine 


and, right from the start, it was 
successful. Hs first appearance came at the 
British Empire Trophy. In practice Scott 
Brown had a certain amount of drama with 
the  brakes—they didn't. match che car's 
power and tended to fade badly. I went to that 
meeting. and I recall Archie being asked about 
the brakes a litsle while before the race. 
“What will you do if the brakes start to 
disappear, Archie?” “Go on without them, 


‘Above: Challenging Roy Salvadori (Aston Martin) in the ListerJoguar at Oulton. Below 


Leading Halford in May '54 at Mallory. 
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old boy! was the immediate answer. Anyway, 
a5 it happened, the brakes didn't disappear 
completely, and Scott-Brown and the Lister- 
Jaguar scored the first of many victories that 
‘ay, with Roy Salvadori's brand-new works 
Aston Martin DBRI a distant second. 

Later in the season, Archie took part in 
another foreign race, the Swedish Grand 
Prix, In those days a World Championship 
sports car race. This was a one-off drive in 
an Ecurie Ecosse D-Type, but unfortunately 
the car didn't finish, However, this seemed to 
be the beginning of a breakthrough for Scott- 
Brown, Now, at last, it seemed chat ‘he was 
becoming acceptable for continental races. In 
fact, he didn’t do any more races outside 
Great Britain that year, but a full international 
Season was planned for 1958. Everything 
Tooked good. ‘The final tally for 1957 was 
ML wins for the Lister-Jaguar from 14 races. 

The 1958 car was. a glorious-looking 
machine. Longer and lower than its pre- 
decessor, it looked absolutely right. A real 
brute, and the epitome of the sports racing 
car, Before it appeared, however, Archie took 
the older car out to New Zealand, winning the 
Lady Wigram Trophy st Christchurch and 
scoring another victory at Teretonga. These 
were Formule Libre events, incidentaity, and 
many of Scott-Brown’s rivals were In Grand 
Prix cars! In March 1958, he went to Florida 
once more, to take part in his second Sebring 
12 Hours. Unfortunately, the «rip was a waste 
of time, Scott-Brown was down to share a 
brand-new Lister-Jaguar for Briggs Cunning. 
ham, co-driving with Walt Hansgen. Early in 
‘the ‘race, however, Olivier Gendebien, tryeng 
to Ret past Archie, eventually drove his 
Ferrari up and over the Lister, 80 that was 
that. The Ferrari's left front wheel came to 
rest_on Archie's shoulder, and there were 
tyre-tread marks all over his shirt! 


The duels with Masten 


At the Daily Express Trophy meeting, another 
Lister-Jaguar was wheeled out for the sporcs 
car race. It was painted in the dark-blue and 
white colours of Ecurie Ecosse, and driven by 
Masten Gregory. As usual, Archie was in 
MVE 303, the green and yellow works car, 
fand the two tad an enormous and hear 

ropping battle, Of all. my motor racing 
memories, one of the most vivid is the sight 
of those two Listers slithering and twitching 
through Woodcote absolutely at the bitter 
limit. In the end, victory went to Masten— 
just. It was a tremendous race, one which 
completely caught the crowd's imagination. 
Other than’ Ecurle Ecosse, I'm sure that 
everyone in the place that day was rooting 
for Archie. His popularity was something quite 
out of the ordinary. 

“The battle with Masten Gregory and the 
Eourie Ecosse car was renewed at Spa a 
couple of weeks later. Can you imagine 
driving round Spa with one hand? Well, 
events, Archie was not deterred. He 
riven there befors, but did a lot of practice 
fand thought the circuit was fantastic. Race 
day was wet, and the Spa Grand Prix soon 
Decame a repetition of Silverstone, with the 
two Listers way out front, the lead changing 
all_the time. 

The day before the race, Paul Frere told 

isers of a concrete signpost which 
red. should be removed in view of 
its dangerous siting, on the outside of a very 
fast corner. Frere's request was ignored and 
the signpost was not removed. Towards the 
‘end of the race Archie, with Gregory on 
tail, got slightly out of line on the comer, 
‘and hit it. Immediately his car somersaulted 
‘over and over, and then exploded. Scott- 
Brown, trapped underneath, was terribly 
bumed and died the following day. The acci- 
dent occurred at precisely the same spot as 
bad Dick Seaman's fatal accident fa 1939, and 
in almost identical circumstances 

For some reason, whenever T am at Oulton 
Park, at Old Hall Corner, I think of Archie 
Scott-Brown. I remember watching him hurl 
fhe Lister-Jaguar through there time after 
time, untidily pethaps, but so very, very fast. 
‘There never was a braver man’ in motor 
racing, 
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The Flat team had things all their own way early on in the season until Lancia wheeled out the Stratos. This is Alen on the 1,000 Lakes 


INTERNATIONAL RALLY SURVEY 


Lancia keep it in the family 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


I believe that it is the month of March which Is sald to 
Uke a lamb. In that case the international rally year of 


out ke « lon if ft comes in 
‘was 12 months of Marches 


for in the beginning of the year, there was no ralying at all but once it got started, the 
rallying was not only of a very ‘high quality but there was plenty of it as well. 


‘In those dark days that followed the 1973 
RAC Rally which had only just been 
reprieved from the petrol starvation that was 
fedting the world, rallies stopped all f- 
gether in most countries and major events 
Feceived 'the chap as iif we were tack in the 
good ‘old days of the French Revolution but 
this time it was Achmed the Guillotine, not 
Madame. The Bandama Rally which is held 
Over ithe Christmas petiod was mt affected 
as black West Africa was not expertencing 
‘any petrol shortage. This rally és rapidly be: 
coming one of ‘the recognised tough events of 
‘the world and the results in 1972 when they 
had no finishers at all did nothing to hurt 
hat image. Things were a little less severe 
for ‘the competitors iis year with eight 
finishers from 59 starters but it was <till a 
pretty severe vert. Racing man Gerard 
Lsrrousse looked as if he was gong to win 
but a messup on the part of this Datsun 
Service team who put the war late into parc 
ferme after working on it outside a control 
dropped him to second place bebiind fis team 
mates Edgar Herrmann and Hans Schuller in 
‘an exactly similar Datsun 1800 SSS. The main 
reason that Larousse was s0 annoyed was 
that the prize fund for the victor of well over 
£4000 tied been combined with the purse not 
awarded the (previous year to make this one 
‘of the richest rallies per mile travelled in the 
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history of calling. Wich the successful term- 
ination of tts event, the Bandama looks set 
for future glory and’ though may not find 
2 place in the World Championship just yet, 
Wf ‘there Ys any more disaffection between 
individual organisers and the CSI about the 
constitution of har championship, the Band. 
ama may well find self at the head of an 
‘Afcican Rally Championship along with other 
events ike ‘the Moroccan, the Safar and 


ship qualifier for June of eis year. Of course, 
the one cally which did really fit home at 
the routs of callying ‘when i was cancelled 
was the Monte Carlo. The cancellation was 
made, as with the New Zealand events, only 
With the greatest reluctance by the organisers, 
‘who thad in both cases spent a Jot of money 
making all the arrangements for their rail 

to be held. K was estimated that the Mona- 
gasque event had already spent £20,000 prior 
fo its cancellation. They had in addition a 
headache in as much as they hai promised 
free entries €0 all those who were deprived 


of their rally the year before in the Burzet 
incident, in effect, they had given them a 
free entry in an ‘event that th 

place and had cost its ongan: 
money. Should they carry on the offer to 1975 
when they were tooking to tave a full entry 
and use the fees fo run the 1975 event? The 
problem has not yet been entirely solved to 
the satisfaction of either party. 

‘The connections between Finland and the 
sport of rallying are many and thus it was not 
too much of a surprise to Fearn chat in that 
‘country things were a little brighter for rally: 
ing and there was every hope that the Mart: 
borough Arctic Rally would be held as plan- 
ned in the end of January. There were tots 
Of Jokes bout “big brother Russia” supplying 
the petrol for both Moskvich and Volga are 
regular competitors in Finnish events, but 
wherever Finland gets its petrol, it wus de- 
ded to let some ‘of K get used for rallying 
and che rally was held. was a great success 
and provided one of the bright spots in an 
‘otherwise rather dull vista, Ford and Saab 
were the main protagonists with Saab the 
favoumte as the rally was being run to the 
new Finnish winter tyre regulations wtrich 
severely limits tthe mumber of studs that can 
be fiteed to each tyre. Nevertheless, the Fords, 
particularly hat of Hannu Mikkola, showed 
Shomseives to be as quick as the Saabs and 
@ battle royal commenced. Mikkala led ini- 
‘Gally but he was pursued hotly by Seg 
Blomqvist and Per Eklund. AM the leaders got 
held up on one stage by a colled car and 
then first Blomqvist and then Ekjund spent 
time off the road. Mikkola eventually sur 
cumbed co an obscure electrical fault and 
retired so that all of @ sudden, Tapio Rainio 
in a Finnish buik Saab was in the lead. He 
was not so foolish as to make any mistakes 
With this first big victory in sight and he kept 
‘Timo Makinen ax bay and even withstood a 
flying recovery from Stig Blomqvist to win. 
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British drivers made the pilgrimage to this 
rally of the Arctic snows and in particular, 
Billy Coleman from Ireland impressed with 
good stage times. It was shortly after this 
That he took out a British competition licence 
and started out on the trail that took him 
to ¢he British Rally Championship. Jimmy Rae 
and Rockey enjoyed themselves im- 
mensely but spent much time in contact with 
the snowbanks 0 feature though the expe 
rience was to stand them in good stead later 
In che year, 

Back in the British Isles, the STP Circuit 
of Galway fell to the oil man's axe though 
it pad been hoped that the Republic of Ire 
land might avoid the wave of panic that was 
deserting the rest of Europe. The Swedish 
Rally cancelled ltself hough there had been 
great hopes that i would be held as that 
Country stopped petrol rationing a week or 
50 before it was due to take place. It seemed 
as if organisers had become like the idolators 
of Baal who were prepared to make any sac 
ifice to placate the gods of public opinion 
Even the Finnish Hankirally was cancelled 
and at the end of February, rallying was at 
Ks lowest ebb, Fordsport did their best 1 
keep spirits alive by first organising a nation 
Wide table-top rally which astounded every 

n its popularity and then running a 
Series of forums at which rallyists could let 
off steam bout what was being done and 
What was not being done to get ther spor 
Boing again, All this pressure did not. 
Unrewarded and at such elevated levels 3s 
the Ministry of Transport and the Depart 
ment of che Environment, arguments in sup. 
port of rallying were pressed home with 
Unusual fervour, The outcome of these meet 
ings are likely to have @ widespread effect 
fon the sport in the future and have done 
much good. Already the RAC has reorganised 
itself under a Motor Sport Council watle the 
Foresity Commission has agreed to further 

its roads for rallying. 

by mid-March things were {ook 
ing considerably better both at home and 
abroad. It was lear that we should have 

sy more for our petrol but at least mo one 
Was going £0 attach any political shackles as 
to What purpose we used it. The first 
World Championship ral be held was 
therefore the TAP Rally in Poctugal, Not so 


(04, thanks to development by the Finns, is now a really competitive car. 


teams had got 
to be able to compete, The 


were among the first 


Bjorn Waldegaard. Andersson was t 


jear that the lighter Corola was 
superior to the bester handling Gelic 
Japanese rivals, Datsun, not»: 
and had many’ probl th 


Kall 


Zs eventually getting 


Anish in fifth place, The big entry came from 
Fiat who fad no fawer aban four team cars 
which Lele Pinto took one into thi 


and kept & like that 


from the star 
nish, The 


nant and Aicide Paganelli and Markku Alen rally to be cancelle« 
completed a 1-2-3 for the Italian team 
Biving thom a clear jead in the chany 


‘Opel entered three cars én an 


German effort, but none finished and 


Volvos, thanks largely to the amazing shill of their drivers, still remain competitive at the 


AUTCISPORT, DECEMBER 26, 1974 


to enter with aC 
Coupe for Ove Andersson and a Celice 


snselves onganisea best British driver was Chris Sclater driving 
Toyota the Clarke and Simpson Rentan-Escort who 
Monte inished ninth 
ciled From Portugal, the World Rally circus 
profia moved to East Africa to be greeted by. smil 
for ing faces and “What petrol 


finish — crisis?” Tt eviden x the sun that 
shines in Ease = though political pro: 
Diems with its neighbours kept he rally en 
Their tirely in Kenya this year. Indeed, it bad af 
Mt being one of the roughest 

is ever held for the route 

ime into the remote norttr 
where he desert meetr 
Unfortumately for these ex 
Tead cellent plans, the weather was ko take 
to the rather ‘part in the rally and virtually 
‘domi- washed jt out causing all that part of the 
‘and bringing the other 

us parts of it virtually to halt, One organiser 
jon- bitterly commented that had they known the 
Ang rally would have beon blessed with weather 
ke that, they could have run one of the 


top. This Erkki Pitkaenen on the Marlboro Arete. 


toughest events ever within 50 miles of 
Nairobi. Seill, the event had works entries 
from Porsche, Peugeot, Alpine, Renault, Fiat 
Lancia, Dacsun, Ford and Mitsubishi and thus 
@ maximum of attention from press and tele. 
vision. It was a shame therefore that it got 
bomged down ‘round Mount Kenya on the 
very first night thus eliminating cars by the 


score who ran out of lateness despite this 
‘The early 


stretching to 12 hours. leaders 


Te 


Above : Uni 


driven hix Opel Euro Team Ascona superbly all season, culminating in a fine fifth overe 
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elievable as always, Stig Blomqvist and his Saab ; Sutton Park in November. 


wore the Peugeot family of Makinen, Mildkcota 
and Andersson but their Group 2 cars all 
Gevelaped the same fault in the 504 engine 
and one after another they retired. Walde- 
gaard was then the man at the thead of the 
Safari as he has been so many times before 
and Porsche felt certain that their moment 
had come until right in the very last sections 
trouble and Joginder Singh steamed home 
to victory in a Mitsubishi Colt Lancer. There 
was much acrimony about the cancellation of 
the Mount Kenya section that hed caused 
the early trouble but happily the rally results 
were not marred by protests. Sandro Munari 
drove a faultless event in the lide Lancia 
Pulvia to finish ehid betind Waldegaard and 
collect Lancia's first points of the year while 
local driver Robin Ulyate was the only Fiat 
survivor in tenth place. Sixteen cars finished 
from 99 and the last one home contained 
the Coupe des Dames winners, Rostmary 
Smith and Pauline Gullick in a privately 
entered Datsun 1800. 

While the Safari was sploshing round 
Kenya, the Circuit of Ireland had eriumphed 
over bombs and Arabs and here Porsche did 
have some consolation as Cahal Curley and 
Ronnie McCartney took first two places res 
pectively with privately cwned Carreras. The 
British scone had got under way a 
rallies like the Tour of Lincs whi 


part of the Castrol/Avrosront Championship 
the Castroi/Fram Welsh Rally won early in 
May by Markku Alen taking up one of his 


works Pord drives as a change from driving 
Pints. The Mintex Dales transferred  fcom 
their cancelled date into May and on the 


Below : European Rally Champion, 


Lon the RAC 


same weekend, the Morocoan Rally was held 
though it was not a World Chamgionship 
event for this year. Consequently it only 
atiracted a limited entry and the biggest 
works team was that of Alpine Renault who 
walked away with the rally filling the first 
three places ‘with their cars, Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas won the event outright in an 1800 cc 
Alpine Ali0 while behind him came Jean: 
Luc ‘Therier in a Renauk 17 TS. with ocal 
driver, “le Tahitian” third in another Alpine. 
The British crew of Hadley and. Wiltshire 
finished terith in a private Opel Ascona 

At he same time as the Welsh and the 
Moroccan, “one of the great marathons was 
in the process of heading down to the Sahara 
and back, This pioneering event was the UDT 
World Cup Rally which not only took in 
the double crossing of the Sahara but also 
stages in Britain, Spain, Sicily, Turkey, Greece 
and Yugoslavia before ‘arriving at the World 
Cup host city of Munich in Germany. Organ 
ised by Wylton Dickson and routed by Henry 
Liddon, it was to find itself faced with many 
difficulites before it could be held. First 
the very conflict between Israel and her Arab 

ponents ruled out the original route which 
was t0 pass Arabia and Jordan via the Sudan, 
‘Then the petrol crisis brought much hesitation 
to its supportens and it was only the ste 
fast attitude of UDT and the Dickson /Lid 
partnership that got it off the ground. Dur- 
ing the event itself, there were problems in 


that a now road ‘spoilt the navigation in 
Algeria wile many compet mand the 
double Sahara ‘crossing a bit too. difficult 
Citroen and Peugeot had both shown interest in 


he event but the rally leaders after Afric 
were three p ‘Andre 


ivateers from Australia, 


Walter Rohrl, has 
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Welinski, Ken Tubman and Brian Reddiex, at 
the wheel of a Citroen DS 23. They led by over 
twenty hours and could therefore take things 
easy through the eastern European sections 
to win by a very comfortable margin in- 
deed. 

Like several others, Ford had kept out 
of the World Cup thinking that the expense 
was possibly not worth it and had preferred 
to do their normal round of internationals. 
This programme suffered a nasty blow when 
the Scottish Rally was cancelled at the last 
moment in early June. The problem had been 
a. petrol tanker c's strike which had 
‘Caused a virtual shut-down of petrol stations. 
The companies such as BP and Shell were 
ready to guarantee petrol for the rally and 
indeed the government were in the process 
‘of talks which ended the strike before the 
the rally was due to take place, but the RSAC 
took the decision while peace was being made 
and there Was no Scottish Rally, Problems 
too for the Acropolis Rally where not only 
was there political unrest but guarantees from 
Venezuela could not keep the price of petrol 
down and. it rocketed to the highest in 
Europe, Again with such a background, the 
rally could not be held and the only consola 
tion was that equally Grecian weather blessed 
the Cireuit of Donegal the weekend that the 
‘Acropolis “should have been held and those 
entered on the Castrol event had a very fine 
Week indeed. Likewise the Tour of Britain 
filled the weekend previously scheduled for 
the Heatway Rally and though the weather 
was not 100 per cent what the organisers 
might have ‘hoped for, it was a tremendous 
Success giving a fine mixture of rallying and 
racing as a glorious preview to the Grand 
Pix weekend. Tony Lianfancty's BMW 3.0 
SCI was the star in the sarly stages but 
then the two works Escorts of Roger Clark 
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and Gerry Marshall got amongst it and gradu- 
ally winched him into the lead at the finish. 
The racing was some of the best Group I 
stuff for years and the tyre regulations which 
made peaple stick to just one type of stan- 
dard tyre for the entire event proved a suc- 
cess, both from the point of view of being 
spectacular and fair 

‘With the first half of the year gone there 
had been only two Woeld Championship ral 
lies but things were to trot up and 4 started 
with ‘the 100 Lakes Rally in Finland. This 
is always a classic though it is difficuX for 
anyone to win who is not prepared to go and 
Spend weeks getting to know every bump 
and brow in the Finnish forests. Thus Finns 
normally win and despite the efforts of 
Swedes, alians and Germans, that was the 
way it turned out this year. Fords had the 
Services of both Tsmo Makinen and Hannu 
Mikkola as the latter had left tis Volvo con- 
tract to deive for Ford in Finland as weil 
as outside, The Escorts thus started as very 
hot favourites and even more so when it 
was learned that they had started to use a 
new 15 in wheel after testing and were 
confident that they could go faster on that 
than with the 13. in variety. This was 
necessary if they were to keep ahead of the 
Saabs who had been beating Makinen the 
previous year until they had retired. Mikkola's 
car was in trouble from the start with brakes 
that did not seem to answer to his normal 
touch but despite this he pushed hard and 
was sunprised to discover that he was lead. 
ing after the first half. His principal rival was 
Makinen who had received a 50 sec 
penalty for speeding and was thus relegated 
to. second place. In the second half of the 
rally, Per Eklund spectacularly rolled one of 
the ‘Swedish Saabs out of the rally while 
Blomqvist ran into suspension trouble and 
had to be content with fourth place just 
ahead of Simo Lampinen in a Finnish Saab 
‘Third overall was Markku Alen in a Fiat Spy 
der who drove superbly after an early inci 
dent cost him time with a puncture. The 
leading Ford still with brakes that couldn't 
be believed or cured, ran into. gearbox prob- 
lems and had to change the selectors snd lever 
which led to many insinuations over the rules 
fand if they were being bent or not. Mikkola 
went on to win by a very narrow margin 
from tis team-mate which effectively silenced 
any comment while Alen scored points again 


Thanks largely to the efforts of Chris Sclater, the Datsun Violet is now a competitive rally 
car. Here is Chris on the Total which he narrowly failed to win from Ove Andersson. 


for Fiat who began to have a quite consider- 
able lead in the World Champlonstrip. 

A pleasant break in the normal rounds 
came when many of the regular circus were 
invited down to compete in the South African 
Total Rally which as likely to be in the 
World Championship én a very few years 
time. This turned out to be a fine event 
though many people had been worried about 
the navigation before it started as it & often 
impossible to place arrows in the 
forests of Swaziland. } 
and the winner was the Toyota Celica of Ove 
Andersson by a matter of seconds from 
Gheis ‘Sclater in a Datsun. Local driver, Lam 
bert Fekken, recently killed iin a raflying 
accident, was third in an Escort prepared by 
Ford South Africa while the Group 1 winner, 
Hannu Mikkola finished an incredible fourth 
‘overall in his Peugeot 504. This event saw 
Quite a lot of drivers in strange ars for 
Tampinen drove a Mazda, Andrew Cowan a 
Group 1 Dodge Colt and’ Waldegaard a big 
2000 Toyota saloon. 

‘The Austrian Alpine was cancelled but un- 
ike most of the other disappearances in this 
year of crisis, Kt was because there was no 
club or organisation ¢o run it rather than 
Shortage of petrol, Following the protests 
and recriminations cf the 1973 event, the 
OAMTC had virtually washed their hands of 
it and the inheritors were by no means ready 
to eake over. Thus the ever-popular San Remo 
Rally was the next World Championship event 
and R was unique in that it was gcing to 
be the debut for both of Lancia’s new rally 
cars since their homologation just a few days 
earlier, The Stratos and the Beta Coupe had 
oth been used in other smaller events where 
they had run in Group 5 and now they had 
been recognised as production Group 4 cars 
and were ready to run fer the World Cham- 
plonship. Lancia had a contingency plan which 
Wwas to continue with the other events should 
they do well in San Remo. TWings could 
hardly have tumed out better for them as 
despite the Lampinen Beta non-starting when 
its co-driver read the wrong start time from 
the regulations, the Stratos of Munari per- 
formed like a\ dream to finish the overall 
winner, a triumph for its creators and its 
Craw. ‘The other Stratos of Amilcare Balles- 
trieri crashed on the third stage but this 
was nowhere near as bad as the Fiat debacle 
in which they lost three out of five works 


‘cars with crashes on the first test and another 
fone with engine failure a short while later 
Only Giulio Bisulli managed to keep their 
flag flying with an excellent second piace 
overall. Tt meant that Fiat kept their 
considerable lead in the Championship but 
now Lancia too stood a chance for tie title 
nd made plans to set sail for America. Jimmy 
Rae who was pursuing the Kleber-Wheelbase 
Scholarship itinerary with bis loaned Escort 
was iso unfortunate enough to miss the 
stare by sticking to the times in the regu: 
ations but Shekhar Mehta was more for- 
tunate and not only started but came home 
fourth overall in the second of the works 
Beta Coupes. There was little attention given 
to the rally by crews from elsewhere ‘than 
Italy and the nearest parts of France which 
was a shame since a_private entry, Fagnola 
in an Opel Ascona ‘Group 1, finished hurd 
overall and won this dass and category which 
shows what can be done even in these com: 
petitive times. 

The next phase of the Championship was 
that of North Amesica with the Canadian 
Rideau Lakes preceding the American Press 
‘on Regardless. In the Canadian event which 
was very well received by che competitors as 
it featured some superb stages none of which 
‘were alowed to be practised, the conflict be- 
tween Fiat and Lancia was intense as they 
were virtually the only teams there in force. 
Renault, who were busy training for the POR, 
sent an Alpine over for Guy Chasseuil who 
Kept the car in contention wight up to the 
last night when in an excess of zeal, he rolled 
it and retired. Fiat tos: Markku Alen on the 
third stage when be bit a rock but shen it 
‘was Paganelli who led the rally uncil towards 
the end of the first night, he did the same 
And removed mom of his front suspension. 
‘This left the Lancia Stratos of Munart and 
the Beta Coupe of Lampinen out in front by 
‘@ considerable margin from ‘the Canadian 
champion Waker Boyce, teamed with 
Englishman Stuart Gray in a Toyota Corolta. 
Bnxish driver, Keith Billows distinguished 
himself by taking fourth overall in his private 
Escort navigated by American, John Camp. 
bell. Lancia now had a lead of just one point 
{in the Championship and Piat were determined 
to get back the lead on the POR 


In view of what happened, it is supremely 
unfair but that is just what should fave 
occurred but didn’ . represented by 
Markku Alen, led the reliy from start to 
finish and fully deserved 0 ‘win their points. 
Lancia had a less spectacular raily but Lam: 
Pinen was classified fourth while Munari broke 
4@ shock absorber on the last night and the 
bits wrecked his disttIbutor and bis chances 
of finishing. Renault had a very good rally 
with their R17 TSs and Therier should have 
been second overall but was classified as the 
winner while Jean-Pierce Nicolas was third 
All the problems wath the rally and its chissi- 
fication stared when relavfons with the police 
in one country broke down and the rally was 
completely disorganized as a result of 
unofficial instructions being followed by the 
competitors. Recriminations followed” and 
turned eventually into protests about the 
most trivial things which would otherwise 
have gone unnoticed. To add to the horror 
of a major rally falling apart at the seams, 
the organisers decided that speeding competi. 
tors were the cause of their problems and 
fired salvoes of penalties @t crews whose 
service cars had been caught speeding on the 
last night. Both Plat and Lancia hed been 
caught and the penalties so awarded thres 
tened to keep Alen in second place if his 
Protests are not successful. The whole matter 
Of the results ere in abeyance until the inter- 
ational bodies can rule on the appeais. 
‘Thus Lancia came to the Lombard-sponsored 
RAC Rally still, holding a one point 
lead. Fiat at this point seemed shore of 
drivers as Alen was with the Ford team and 
the Rabians didn’t much fancy themselves on 
such a big event without practise. Thus Fist 
‘wound up with Rauno Aabonen and Leo 
Kinnunen, both Finnish experts who have 
driven for Piat in. the gust and. Ingvar 
Carlsson who bad once co-driven for Hakan 
Lindberg in the Fiat team and is well known 
as a very quick BMW driver in Sweden. To 
‘complete their strength, they had Alcide 
Paganelli who must surely rank as the unluck: 
Jest driver in callying today. Plenty of talent 
but absolutely no tuck at all. For Lancia, 
there were two Beta Coupes for Lampinen 
and Ballestrieri but the latter blew the engine 
very early on while the Fina had Urake 
troubles and just managed to finish in the 


Alpine came to Corsica in strength, but they could not match the speed of the Stratos. 


top ten. The surprise of the rally 20 every- 
one including its crew, was the Lancia Stratos 
of Sandro Munari which led the event and 
then slowed up under team orders 10 take @ 
very well deserved third place overaM. Initial 
leader was Mikkola in a works Ford but he 
had wheel bearing trouble that affected his 
brakes as in Finland and then the rear 
wheels studs sheared leaving Makinen as the 
one to chase and pass Munari. Blomqvist had 
a roll in fis Saab and spent most of the rally 
making up places to finish second overall 
while Roger Clark had a rare excursion which 
at one ‘time had him down in 13th place 
overall but he pulled back superbly to finish 
seventh. Locked in fierce combat for the en- 
Ure event were the Toyota Corolla of Walde- 
gzard, the Volvo of Walfridsson and the Opel 
of European Rally Champion for 1974 Waker 
Rohil. These eventually took fourth, fifth and 
sixth ‘places with poor litt: Walfridsson. in 
his big Volvo only losing supremacy in the 
very quick Yorkshire forests, Pat Most 
Carisson won he Ladies Award for Toyota 
and Datsun took the ceam prize #0 # was 
only Fiat that were left out in the cold with 
their best placed Aaltonen at 12th overall. 
British privateers distinguished themselves 
for BMly Coleman finished eighth in bis Escort 
as an excellent finish to a very successful 
year while Nigel Rockey was eleventh in a 
Similar car after one or two problems, Cheis 
Sclater could not be disappointed with tis 
ninth place in the works Datsun Violet even 
Mf Lampinen's Beta was only one second 
behind at the fin’sh ! 

Final round of the World Championship was 
the Tour de Corse and even before came, 
‘excited Italians were calculating how far down 
the field Lancia could finish and sill be 
chamipions. As it tuned out, there was no 
need of sophisticated calculation for Jean- 
Claude Andruet and his diminutive co-driver, 
Michelle Petit, did not so much as put a foot 
wrong in winning the rally outright in a 
Lancia Stratos. They were the only crew 
with no road penalty and on an event that 
was extremely ight on the road and held 
in difficult weather conditions, Lancia showed 
themselves superior in every way to Fiat, 
On one stage there was even sume snow 
Which meant that racing tyres were not quite 
the thing to use but Fiat did despite having 
a radio ‘car on top of the bill. Rallies may 
look like a free-for-all of fun but they have 
to be taken a bit more seriously than that, 
Lancia lost Munari when tis more powerful 
Seratos dropped a valve and Mauro 
Pregliasco finished « terrible season for Lancia 
by rolling his Beta Coupe and putting himself 
In trospital. Fiat got Fulvio Bachelli home in 
sixth place but all the other honours went 
to Renault Alpine who had Nicolas in second 
place with an A110, Therier in third with 
an A310, local driver Manzagol in an A110 
fourth and none other than Gerard Larrousse 
fifth in an A110 Bis. They even managed to 
get a Renault 17 TS home in eighth place 
wich Jean-Francois Piot driving tw second 
place in the Group 2 category. 

‘That was the year of big rallies ‘that was. 
Not so many of ‘them but as I said in the 
beginning, quality made up for quantity. The 
final point should be who do I think #s the 
best driver of the year? Well, Walter Rohrl 
is officially European Rally Champion and that 
is a title that he deserves having done @ lot 
of rakes and driven weil to win, But we are 
in the crazy situation that we have no rallying 
World Champion because of the highly con- 
servative, dunderheaded attitudes that prevail 
behind the portals of the CSI in Paris, 50 it 
is necessary to oreate one. I think that there 
can be litte doubt that this year Sandro 
Munari has earned chat title from his third 
place with the Fulvia on the Safari ¢o his 
Gominance of such events as the San Remo 
‘aod the Rideau Lakes and his excellent drive 
on the RAC Rally in the Stratos. Runners-up 
should be such men as Stig Blomgvist, Jean- 
Luc Therier, Hannu Mikkola, Timo Makinen, 
Jean-Pierre Nicolas, Bjorn Waldegaard, Roger 
Clark, etc, but unc we have the championship 
officially arranged all is guesswork and diverts 
lot of interest and attention away from 
raliying. Let us hope for better things in 
1975 and more raliles as well. 
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‘SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


‘ih UTOSPORT ad ys 


The Castrol Special Stage Championship with Autosport has proved to be a highly 
‘successful formula. With the final round still to take place this Saturday, the 


iship is still to he decided. A brief synopsis of RAC rounds (where not 


duplicated) follows the Castrol/Autosport event reviews. 


By IAN SADLER 
TOUR OF LINCS 


Sponsored by the Bass Charrington Brewery 
Group the first round of the Castrol/AUuro- 
‘sroRT championship was off to a slightly in- 
spiclous "sare with ‘the Lincolnshire AC/ 
inauspicious 


roads available for such a rally are difficult to 
come by in Lincolnshire, especially forestry. 
The stages were made up of fast little tarred 
roads, some not unlike a very flat Manx or 


Cireuit stage, and some unmade tracks, dusty 
and akittery. The length of the stages, indi 
vidually, was also not every drivers cup of 
tea: the longest section having a target of 
3m 205, Drivers commented: "We are just 
‘about getting into the groove when up would 
‘come the finish board.” 

When a rally has to start and finish in 
Grimsby there has got to be, by basic laws 
of relativity, some saving-grace. It was pro- 
vided with the utopian building complex of 
Hartford Motors, Ford agents. Their premises 
provided an ideal start location. Top entries 
‘were Peter Thompson (Firenza) ; Paul Faulk- 
ner (RS1600); Will Sparrow (G2 Viva); Rus- 
‘sell Brookes (Brooklyn Mexico); George Hill's 

fartin Group Vauxhall and the Escorts of 
Jeff Churchill, Tony Drummond and the Iliffe 
brothers. Another interesting entry was the 
Kleber/Wheelbase Escort of James Rae/Mike 
Malcolm. Apart from a trip to Finland the car 
hadn't been let loose before, due to the fuel 
restrictions, and Rae was expected to produce 
‘some fireworks. A couple of competitors who 
non-started, disappointing many, were Adrian 
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Boyd (his Lombard and Ulster car not re- 
Prepared after the circuit) and Jack Tordof, 
who lost his Porsche Carrera "" over the edge’ 
on the Firestone Rally in Spa 

The Tour of Lincs stages proved to be an 
undemanding mixture. 
around an 
A to B stages. Suffolk-man Reg Mullenger led 
the event until wheel studs sheared on his 
car, after five stages, then Peter Clarke's con- 
sisient run was quick enough for victory and 
Rae brought the Kleber car home second, 
after what he treated as an exploratory drive 
prior to the Welsh. Tony Drummond and Paul 
Faulkner had both started their points search 
in earnest, with third and fourth places res- 
pectively. The Group One category was won 
by Roger Piatt/Tom Seal with their newly- 
constructed 3-litre Capri—an ideal car for 
Kes purpose, being built out of two accident 
damaged cars and costing well under £1,000 
ready to run. 


WELSH 


Round two of the championship continued 
two weeks later with the controversial Welsh 
International. Controversial because the 
Welsh is a weekend of endurance. It is like 2 
shortened nostalgic trip into the past — to the 
Gulf London Rally. In ratio.to the total miles 
covered and the total time taken the Welsh 
has as unimpressive tally of competitive 
stage miles. The general consensus of 
opinion was that it was high time the Welsh 
was made more compact, which would make 
It little more than a “national,” or employed 
a sensibly sized rest halt. 


rightly billed as the cheapest 
of the home internationals, attracted its usual 
highly competitive entry, an entry which wi 
seeded in a very idiosyncratic way which, 
again, was nothing new for this rally. Ca 
trol/Aurosront competitors had to take the 
back seat over the weekend of May 10/11/12, 
for the works Escort of Markku Alen/John 
Davenport well and truly “blew the ¥é 
setting fastest time over all but seven of the 
‘stages, including (to the surprise of many) the 
three ‘of the four Eppynt stages which fig 
ured in the results; Alen setting fastest time 
fon one and equal fastest on the two others 
with such old hands as Fowkes, Hill and 
Clark. ‘Without 
performa ‘demonstration to the 
British public that Alen's RAC drive the pre 
vious year was no flash in the pan. Billy 
Coleman, the quiet almost introverted driver 
from Ireland, famous for his exploits with 
less than perfect Escorts and ® Renault 
Alpine, took second place with his newly- 
acquired ex-Boreham Escort, Tony Pond's 
year was off to a good start with third place 
Griving the Norman Reeves Escort, with spon- 
sorship from Fabergé Brut 33. The man Pond 
would later be driving for, Tony Pall, finished 
fourth with the first of ‘the DOT Ascot 
Fall's car first run on the TAP and originally 
Prepared in Sweden. Opel also won the 
Manufacturers team prize with Russell 
Brookes/Richard Hudson-Evans (Group One 
DOT Ascona) and Scotsman Tan Wilson/Paul 
Anderson with thelr Scopel Group One car. 
Vauxhall, as another division of General 
Motors, ‘also did exceptionally well with 
George Hill finishing fifth with the distinctive 
Martin Group car and Will Sparrow bringing 
his Group One car home in an incredible 
seventh position. Second Group One finisher 
was Pentti Airikkala with his Finnish-prepared 
Colt-sponsored Alfa 2000 GT in 11th position 
ahead of Andy Dawson/Andy Marriott with 
their Hillman Avenger (16th). Though the 
team award went to Opel, after three very 
good drives, it might well have been Chry- 
sler’s. Colin Malkin drove his Group Two 
Avenger superbly for fifth place (no 16 valve 
engine at this time) and Andy Dawson drove 
just as impressively with his old yellow 1800 
‘Avon-shod Group One car. Unfortunately, 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell/Neil Wilson (Chrysler 
Dealer Team Ulster) expired virtually on the 
line of the last stage in the Forest of De: 
and so eliminated their team chances. Pos- 
sibly the most unfortunate retirement of the 
rally was that of Per Inge-Walfridsson/Jcha 
Jensen. The camshaft of their Volvo 142 


a 


broke on the penultimate stage while lying 
fourth. On the 1973 rally Walfridsson finished 
second to Roger Clark 


MINTEX DALES 


‘The third round of the series was back to- 
wards the expected status cf the cham 
pionship with the Mintex Dales Rally the 
following weekend, ‘The rally was won by 
Roger Clark driving a Group Two Escort 
RS2000. Clark was well down on power using 
this car (161 bhp from the engine fitted) and 
it was only his sheer consistency which won 
him the rally. He did so by a very narrow 
margin indeed — just 2s from Tony Drum 
mond. It was his closest win at that time 
since his 1's victory over Andrew Cowan 
on the "72. Jim Clark Memorial. Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters were fourth behind 
Peter Clarke and were denied a possible win 
after a gear selection fault Gammed in third 
gear for four stages) early on. 

The entry which assembled at the Selby 
Fork Motor Hotel (now perhaps more famous 
for its hole-in-the-wall kitchen than for the 
exploits of aquatic rally drivers) was con 
siderably changed from the published list, due 
to the close proximity of this event to the 
Welsh the week previously. The big dis 
appointment was the non-arrival of Barry 
Lee/John Gittins to drive the Centre Hotels 
Clarke and Simpson Escort. However, their 
place was admirably filled with the R. E 
Hamilton-prepared Lombard and Ulster car of 
‘Adrian Boyd/John Davenport. Tony Fowkes 
took over the place reserved for Jack Tor 
doff and Andy Dawson stepped into the driv 
Ing seat of the Withers Avenger entered for 
Roy Fidler. Tony Pond took over the vacated 
driving seat of the Group One DOT Opel 
Ascona ‘left by Russell Brookes. Richard 
Hudson-Evans was still sitting patiently on 


the office-side 

The Dales stages comprised a variety of 
loose and tar. Starting on Friday might the 
rallying finished on Saturday afternoon alter 
29 ‘special stages. Group One was won by 
Russell Brookes, back with his Brooklyn 
Mexico at 14th overall. Best performance of 
the rally was widely held to be that. from 
Colin Malkin with the ex-circuit Datsun 


Tony Pon 


Richard Hudson-Evans hurl the group one DOT Ascona ove 


David “ Piggy 
nominated for the Kleber Rally Scholarship. 


Sunny in making a top ten placing. Adrian 
Boyd retired before daylight, on the penulti 
mate stage before the Flash Inn breakfast 
halt, with a halfshaft pulled out 


DONEGAL 


‘After the cancelled Scottish, round four of 
the series was the first of the two all tar 
classics included. with the Donegal inter 
national Rally, The event was regarded by 
most as being almost " ideal" —a rare com 
pliment from hyper-fussy rallymen. The sun 
shone the whole time on the winning Porsche 
Carrera of Cahal Curley. Curley dominated 
the rally with a superb drive, Just over 2m 
behind was Derek Boyd with the second of 
the Lombard and Ulster cars. Adrian Boyd, 
entered again with John Davenport, was 


Thompson finished third on the Armstrong Forest and was one of the drivers 


4 stage of the Mintex Dales. 


driving the ex-Ford France RS1600 "racer 
with Watts linkage rear suspension but re- 
tired on the first day when they hit a pro- 
trusion on the road and bent the cross 
member and rack too. badly to continue 
Derek Boyd was left to take up the challenge, 
which he did admirably, shaking off the 
ches led by Dessie McCartney and the 
Ws led by ex-racing driver Brian Nelson. 
In Group One Russell Brookes had his 
Andrews Heat Escort RS2000 involved ina 
very determined battle with Robin Eyr 


Maunsell. Eyre-Maunsell succumbed first, 
Boing off, and they finished up at eighth and 
Toth overall — heartening indeed for Group 


‘One, ‘with two. standard production cars 
driven with nothing spared (enduring » rally 
with a 55 per cent failure rate) attaining top 
10 positions. 
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Will Sparrow on the Manx—DTV took the Manufacturers Team Prize with the cars of Marshall/Davenport, Hill/Wood and Sparrow/Spokes. 


CASTROL 75 


Run in mid August, the Wolverhampton and 
South Staffordshire CC's Castrol 75. Rally 
produced (what this reporter considered to be) 
the epitome of the day stage rally and, there 
fore, the most moaningful round of the series 
on. a cost— enjoyment — results basis. The 
rally was held on a Saturday, leaving all of 
Sunday free to repair home. Scrutineering 
was held in two sessions, one on Friday 
evening and one on Saturday morning for 
those committed with work. The event 
started In the rallyman's Mecca of Llandrin 
dod Wells and finished, after a memorable 
evening, In Shrowsbury. In-between, on a 
midsummer's day were superb Welsh forest 
in. top condition’ and — beautifully 
Organised with a double “O"car checking 
stage marking and the safety of finishes. 
Tony Drummond and Dave Richards 
revelling with a new 230 plus bhp power 
Unit won the event though, incredibly, Rus 
Sell Brookes with his Andrews Heat RS2000 
finished second just 58s back from the 
flying Yorkshireman. Jeff Churchill/Roger 
Jones finished an impressive third (but surely 
nobody behind Brookes could have been fully 
Satisfied 2) ahead of Richard Mliffe's Epic 
Accessories RS1600. Castrol/Autosrort con 
tenders Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters made 
fifth while Dave Roderick showed his mettle 


Tony Drummond's car exhibited original Ch 
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over stages to finish sixth, despite a roll 
early in the event. Ireland was well repre- 
Sented with Robin Eyre-Maunsell’s Imp and 
David Agnew with a Group One BMW 2002 
fresh from his win on the Burmah Orchard 

The Castrol 75 used a short but superb tar 
mac stage at Nant-y-Moch last used years 
previously on the Express and Star. This 
Stage, a natural amphitheatre for spectators, 
saw James Rae with the Kleber car take a 
most spectacular maximum when it rolled 
several feet down an embankment with Nigel 
Rockey nearly visiting the same piece of 
scenery. The Castrol. 75's stages claimed 
quite a number, including David Agnew's 
BMW ‘which was comprehensively rolled. 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell went on to finish eighth, 
Tony Pond suffered from tyre problems, not 
having exactly the right size, which Drought 
about his retirement with the DOT car when 
he ran out of replacements. Colin Malkin, 
running with a trial 16 valve engine now, put 
connecting rod through the side. Only’ five 
of the top 10 seeds lasted the day. It was a 
superb event 


BURMAH 


‘After a Break of 14 days the next round took 
place in Scotland with the Lanarkshire Car 
Club's Burmah Rally. Based on Dunoon and 
Using all the famous stages in the area the 


win Wine livery on later rounds of the series 


rally started on Friday night with the finish 
scheduled for around lunchtime on Satur 
Gay. Most people will remember the Burmah 
for the extremely wet and consistent quality 
of the rain and also for the ferocity. with 
which the Crinan midges attacked all 
Sassenachs. Tt will also be well remembered 
for its little sting in the tall; requiring crews 
to report back to’ Dunoon at thelr correct 
"The results were declared with victory 
going to. Tony Pond from Paul Faulkner, 
‘James Rae and Andrew Cowan. 
Taken on stage times alone, the rally was 
won by Roger Clark by just I's (again) from 
Billy Coleman with Pond third, Unfortunately 
both these drivers fell foul of the timing. re- 
Quirement and were actually classified 4st 
and Sist overall for thelr efforts. Still, the 
ruling was clearly printed for all to see, no 
matter how unexpected it might have been 
for a modern-day stage event 

Non-starters included Tordoff, Lee, Fowkes, 
Malkin, Churchill, Agnew and Andrew Smith 
but still the top'30 entries made yery good 
reading and well worthy of the attentions of 
Castrol film crews making a colour feature 
of the event (now available to motor clubs). 
There was plenty of variety, too, for the film 
crews, with Clark's Escort first away followed 
by "The Scotsman” Group. Two Escort 
(Andrew Cowan); a 205 bhp ‘Triumph Dolo- 
mite Sprint (Brian Culcheth); the Escorts of 
Coleman and Hibbert (Hibbert with Lee's 
C&S car) before the Datsun Violet of Chris 
Sclater 

The going turned out to be as treacherous 
as was rumoured (a couple of foresters in one 
Festaurant talking of losing their boots in the 
mire the afternoon before the rally) and 
there were several excursions, Brian Culcheth 
gave the Triumph Dolomite a competitive 
hustle over the first stage to tie with Col 
man but lost it on the next stage to block 
the road, cancelling the stage as only the 
cars of Clark and Cowan had been through 
previously. Russell Brookes skated off the 
road here, while the very next stage claimed 
Will Sparrow. Sclater's rally finished as sud- 
deny as his engine failed and Rae struggled 
along with three sheared wheel studs, 

With morning, the weather brightened and 
dried out and by the breakfast halt Clark 
was leading Coleman by just 8s. Both 
drivers fought hard over the remaining stages, 
Clark taking 13's off Coleman over the long 
(201 mules) Minard stage. Coleman cutting 
back on the others. If they had known they 
really needn't have bothered. The Burmah 
gave Tony Pond a well deserved win for DOT 
with ‘the Group Two Ascona, though third 
place behind the two more powerful Escorts 
would have been just as deserving 


MANX TROPHY 


‘The Manx Trophy Rally, round seven of the 
championship, was as hugely successful as 
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was expected. Taking place on an island 
measuring only 11in by 30in (on the Lin 
‘map) the variety of roads was surprising ; the 
level of competition impressive and the hhos- 
pitality staggering. It was also the scene of 
Cabal Curley's third international rally win of 
the year. Curley and Dessie McCartney be- 
tween them set a sensational pace from the 
word go. Nothing else could come near— 
there were no other cars entered with the 
power or braking capabilities of the Porsche 
Carrera 

Roger Clark was first non-Porsche home 
with Coleman fourth, Nigel Rockey fifth and 
Tony Pond sixth. Russell Brookes finished an 
Incredible ninth behind Adrian Boyd and 
Brian Nelson. Incredible because it was, of 
course, his indecently quick Group One 
RS2000 again —ahead of Chris Beynon's 2.7- 
litre Porsche Carrera. The weather held dry 
for the event, a help in that there were no 
Serious accidents, and it only deteriorated 
right at the finish, causing the TT stage over 
Snaefell to be cancelled 


ARMSTRONG FOREST 


The second Castrol/Aurosront round to be 
won by a Finn was the Armstrong Forest 
Rally in late September. Pentti Airikkala was 
driving the Clarke and Simpson Centre Hotels 
car on a familiarisation exercise prior to the 
RAC Rally. Airikkala won by 775 from Tony 
Pond’s Ascona; not very much after 18 
forests. Paul Faulkner had been going well 
‘over the fast Armstrong stages and was level 
with Airikleala, who had suffered a very quick 
off, and both were fractionally behind Richard 
Iliffe and Tony Pond. Faulkner fost his points 
Jead on the next stage when the car cut out 
completely just after starting Kilburn and they 
coasted to a halt at the first corner. They 
‘managed to arrange a re-run but, of course, 
it didn't wash, Tony Drummond/Dave 
Richards were in some bother, too, with 
their car's handling. Drummond had also 
been awake until 4am on the day of the ral 

making up a replacement prop-shaft. Brookes 
had no luck either on this event. Russell 
lasted just three stages before his borrowed 
differential packed up. Third overall were 
last year's equivalent Moss Tyres winners 
David “ Piggy” Thompson/Martin Welsh with 
‘a very impressive run after quite a lengthy 
lapse from forest rallying. Mikkola’s Bend on 
Dalby claimed a healthy number of com- 
petitors including Richard Iliffe, George Hill 
and David Hardcastle. Pond could have 
finished closer to the Finn than the 77s gap 
had he not been held up at this point by 


Pentti Airikkala sorted out the circus on the popular Armstrong Forest Rally. 


another competitor extracting himself back on 
to the road 

‘The Armstrong Forest was a very worthy 
and well run event, the only real grouse 
being the use of the York Livestock Centre 
—ideal for the start venue, but not, surely, 
as the finish, 


CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 


Next on the agenda In October, ni 
busiest month of the year, was the Chelten- 
ham MC's Cheltenham Festival Rally, After 
ight events producing five Ford. victorie 
two to Porsche and one to Opel it was now 
to be the turn of Chrysler Dealer Team. The 
entry for the Cheltenham Festival was not up 

some of zhe previous rounds’ standards, ac 
could only be expected with the RAC Rally 
drawing nearer and the Tour of Mull taking 
place on the same weekend. Finding good 
stages must also have been quite a task for 
the organisers. Their 90-mile total finally 
settled on a number of forests supplemented 
by an airfield, the remainder » mixture of 
conerete, gravel and tarmac. In finding sult 
able ground for stages there had to be quite 
@ lengthy road route, totalling 320 miles {rom 
the 22.00 hes Friday start to the 13.00 hrs 
Saturday finish 

Castrol/Aurosront points leaders Tony 
Drummond led the field away followed by 
the second placed Paul Faulkner. Chris Bey- 
non with his Porsche was seeded next with 
the winning Avenger of Colin Malkin/John 
Foden at four. Their entry was principally to 


Jeff Churchill enjoyed a relatively trouble-free run on the Cheltenham Festival to finish fifth 


test modifications prior to the RAC Rally | 
cluding a twin cable handbrake system. It all 
worked very satisfactorily and though Malkin 
Was out-powered over most stages he was 
master of the cut-up Wareham Forest and 
other tighter, loose, going. Faulkner finished 
in second place, with Drummond right behind 
in third place, ikeeping his championship lead 
safe from his’ Waterlooville rival 


TAVERN WOOLBRIDGE 


‘Drummond again came second to another 
Escort just one week later (and driving some 
of the same tracks) on the Tavern Woolbridge 
Rally. Nigel Rockey/Ron Channon won the 
rally by Im, The event was generally less 
well received than the Festival of the pre- 
vious week. The stages ranged far and wide 
and rain helped damp out the competitive 
spark, turning some of the stages into a 
quagmire, with the aptly named first test of 
Puddletown Wood being deleted from the re- 
sults when It became virtually impassable for 
later numbers. Some arrowing idiosyncrasies 
fon the second stage saw several crews take 
the wrong road, including Paul Faulkner who 


finished in seventh position after completing 
two “laps” of the particular track in Ware 
ham Forest. Russell Brookes also took the 


wrong turn and it was not of any conse: 
Quence as he retired soon afterwards with a 
transmission problem. Tony Drummond had 
driven another canny rally and extended his 
points Jead usefully. But it isn’t over until 
the Tour of Eppynt this weekend, 
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RAC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Coleman’s season without a doubt 


By IAN SADLER 
++. other RAC r 


CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 


‘The Circuit _of Ireland was Cahal Curley's 
first big win of the year. In itself it was 
‘sensational, Remembering that Curley went 
on to win the Circuit of Donegal and then 
the Manx Trophy; then it Is appreciated that 
Cahal Curley is to tarmac what Roger Clark 
Is to loose. “CB” partnered by Austin Fraser 
averaged 54.36 mph over the 49 stages of 
‘che circuit to beat rival Ronnie McCartney by 
more than five minutes. 

‘Clerk of the Course, Malcom Neill, 
determined this year to toughen the rally and 
50 reduce the number of finishers. This was 
achieved with 60 per cent of the compet 
tive miles over new stages, including a new 
forest. However, the number of finishers 
wasn't drastically’ reduced, though perhaps 
with the exclusion of group five cars (and 
many more group one. cars entered) this 
could be parcally accounted for 

‘The Circuit entry was well up to par. Both 
Adrian and Derek Boyd were entered driving 
Lombard and Ulster Escorts; Adrian with the 
ex-Piot Ford France car and Derek with the 
ex-Roger Clark car, Jack Tordaff, who won 
the rally in 1973 was seeded at one with a 
customer Porsche (his own car written off 
‘on the Firestone), Coleman was also well 
placed but was using his old car as his new 
Boreham machine was not ready, being fitted 
with a new two-litre engine and gearbox. There 
followed the usual Impressive bunch of quick 

MWs and Escorts. 
ther blessed the Circuit and both 

McCartney ran the rally Tike 
clockwork; Billy Coleman being the only other 
driver to’ keep harassing the Porsches but 
fan excursion on the Sunday run put him out 
of contention. Coleman fought ard all th 
way and by the Tuesday morning finish, he 
arrived a most popular third overall. Group 
‘one was won by Will Sparrow with the 147 
bhp Vauxhall 


TEXACO 


Billy Coleman placed himself well into the 
driver of the year category after taking the 
Texaco, The format of the 

bination of tarmac stages, 
practicing was allowed, and several forests. 
Coleman was up against many top rivats, in 
the shape of the Boyds, Sean Campbell, David 
Lindsay, Noel Smith, David Agnew and many 
other names. Group one was fought by Russell 
Brookes (Escort RS2000); Will Sparrow 
(Firenza) and Eyre-Maunsell’s. Avenger. 
Brookes pulled off the win, Will Sparrow 
suffered gearbox trouble and had to miss a 
stage, collecting 28 m penalty, The Texaco’s 
tar stages won ‘the rally with the forests 
often rough and narrow, Coleman won by 
more than three minutes from the Porsche 
of Dessie McCartney, Derek Boyd finished in 
Yhird position after Adrian fractured an oil 
pipe during a minor excursion. 


JIM CLARK MEMORIAL 


Roger Clark and Jim Porter demonstrated 
their complete nrastery of British forest rallies 
once more on the Jim Clark Memorial. Clark 
won the event for the third year in succes- 
sion. His competition was up to usual high 
standards with Sclater, Rae, Coleman, Heggie. 
Cowan and the others all present. 

The stages comprised of the worst Kellder 
has to offer coupled with several deceptive 
tar stages including the Otterburn Ranges— 
enough to make Eppynt look like a scenic 
rive by comparison. James Rae set the early 

ace but retired after four stages with dam- 
aged track control arms after hitting a pro- 
‘trusion in the road, Several other cars retired 
early in the event, one way or another suc- 
‘cumbing to the high pace of the rally, Fowkes 
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ids are included in Castrol/Autosport review 


suffered gearbox problems, Frank Pierson 
rolled; Nigel Rockey dropped a valve and 
George Hill suffered @ rear axle failure. 

Will Sparrow produced one of his more 
Incredible drives, finally finishing second to 
Roger Clark after Peter Clarke went into the 
ditch in the early morning. Roger Clark was 
never disputed but Sparrow's Gl second place 
was certainly a well fougi result. Tony Pond 
Ginished third (DOT Ascona group two) after 
brake and fuel starvation problems and Donald 
Heggie finished ag top Scot ahead of Chris 
Sclater with the Datsun Dealers Violet. 


DUKERIES 


The Dukeries Rally really did not fully meet 
the standards required of an RAC National 
championship event, due mainly to the geo- 
graphy of the area in wirich the Dukeries CC 
are required to run the event. The Dukeries 
has always featured airfield and showground 
stages but each year such going becomes in- 
creasingly less acceptable to the increasingly 
professional circus. The Forest of Clipstone 
tests and the various open tar and concrete 
stages gave victory to Tony Drummond, with 
his newly sponsored Chevin Wine 

ahead of Tony Pond with the familiar 


‘two Ascona—Pond!'s skill taking seconds and 
seconds from many more powerful competi- 
tors over the wide stages which igvited sill 
ness from many, Roger Clark retired, ui 
characteristically, after his regular car’ was 
involved in a mishap on the evening before 
the rally, Clark took over the car ear-marked 
for Andy Dawson (as part of his Mexico 
prize). A blown head gasket forced) Clark out. 
Peter Clarke finished third abead of Barry 
Lee, with George Beever fifth. 


LINDISFARNE 


British rallying looked very well during the 
Lindisfarne IDEM Rally. While Roger Clark 
and Jim Porter sorted out winning the event 
in the easiest manner possible, Andy Dawson 
got down to some very level ‘headed driving 
of a simfar (though less powerful} Escort to 
nish just chree plus minutes down on the 
master. Very good Justification of the Ford 
Mexico points prize-drive system, Billy Cole- 
man finished third after an early (delay had 
cost him nearly four minutes and Chris 
Sciater broke the Ford domination at fourth 
with the Datsun Violet and Donald Heggie/ 
George Dean cruised home fifth, good enough 
to keep their sponsors happy, They had been 
held up twice on stages with an obscure 
electrical problem. Their car could hive netted 
second place if the transistorised ignition had 
ot chosen the most awkward time of the 
Whole year to malfunction. Coleman's. third 
place gave him the RAC Rally Championship. 
Group one was won by Will Sparrow from 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell, Russell Brookes suffered 
a differenteal failure. 


Billy Coleman on the Lindisfarne set fastest times (n the afternoon after an early 


“off.” Below 


Roger Clark on the Burmah defeated Coleman by one second. 
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AL Unser’s major claim to fame was winning the Indianapolis 500 two 


INTERVIEW 


It’s winning that counts 


AL UNSER talks to ANDY MARRIOTT 


One of the several USAC stars to join in the American Formula 5000 serles for 
two Californian races of the year is dy winner and USAC Champion Al Unse 
the younger of the (wo Unser racing brothers from Alberqueque, New Mexico. At the wheel 
of the Chuck Jones Racing Lola T332, Al was unlucky not to score a top five finish at the 
Laguna Seca round but made up for it with a second at Riverside. In USAC circles Unser 
Is one of the rgally big names, he has won sonwthing like 30 USAC championship car 

‘him third amongst all time USAC winners, behind only A. J. 


and I Jones from headquarters in Torrance, Californi 
‘The Vel's Parnelli team may. well switch almost completely 

ih Formul Programmer 
‘on the road States. In 


faced earier in wm McRae. Chuck, 
ranchée had hoped to have Clay Regazzonl in the T332 but was delighted to give Al the 
chance. Wise-cracking chief mechanic Jerry Elsert was also happy to be working with 
Unser again. Eisert had given “Baby AI” his first USAC drive some 10 years e: 
USAC. starts don't appear to taka thelr racing quite as seriously as the Grand Prix 
brigade, or at least they like to have plenty of fun and games in between the races. Al 
has quite a reputation as a practical joker, will down tha odd Budweiser or two and isn’t 
averse to “chasing tail.” Those two consecutive Indianapolis wins In 1970 and 1971 and 
@ second place the followis him financial reward as well as fame and 
fortune. He has his own priv 


His son Al junior (Al senior is now divorced) fi 
urge (o follow in the family footsteps by driving a go-kart indecently quickly 
‘Above all, Al Unser races to win as Andraw Marriott found out during a fascinating inte 
view conducted during @ Laguna Seca test session. 


Al, you competed in the final two For- Grand Prix at Ontario? What was your 
‘mula 8000 races In the American series which impression of the car? 

Ig a departure from your usual USAC racing. That was a brand new car—a T192—and 
‘What is the reason for this ? cf course we didn't have any time to sort 
In actual fact, I've been wanting to run road ft out. It was the Kastner-Bropby Racing car. 
courses all the year, but it's been a question and nothing at all like the Chuck Jones Lola i 
Of waiting for the right car to show up. I raced at Laguna Seca. Now it's a question of 
Gidntt want to jump into a non-competitive me getting back into road racing again, and 
‘car, and with Mario going after the Champion- changing the car to suit my own particular 


ship, he had to have both the two team cars. style of driving. 
‘But Chuck Jones’ Lota feels good. You and Chuck's crew chief Jerry Elsert are 
What are your plans for the next year with oid buddies in fact. How do you feel about 


veeard tested cing? einen oe 
{ould ke tp 0 feud cacing very much, © Sorry aad I were togsther in 1965/68, and 
ban Wi hind oF edo ay at ee nomen’ AEE and, 1 were topether in 1968/65; 
what I'm going to do. It's up to Vel and one an cuaaie., on lg beck 
Parnelli to make the decision whether we Somme agate’ We de: in wed twine Hio| our 
stick to Championship cars or go road racing. oy ‘Gere chess an. Indlaaenclen Woh one 
How much road racing have you done? Didn't popes —; mee of lianapolis with one 
you drive a Lotus 23 about 10 years ago? coicshignws 

Wom Ate © Wee, 2a he, eles "actely Aerating to te Ameren rocing mogactons, 
Mtatied'bict #°TG64" Sant dd'afew races, USAC. ricing' "would appear fo" bein the 
Teewwies USAC ‘ated ‘onning sn voad doldrums ats the Tmomest Of course the 
caine tid shore Taeee ‘Siete Saos are nll populay, bat how 


In fact you have raced a Lola F5000 before, do you see the general trend? 
haven't you? Wasn't it in the Questor 1971 Like any major organisation, we do have 
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years running in the Johnny Lightning Colt. 


ae 
A 
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Al Unser —Parnelli’s other half 


our problems, but this is not confined solely 
to USAC racing. Take Formula One for 
instance, they too have thelr fair stare of 
problems, so do the SCCA. At the moment 
we are having ours, but what the answer is 
I don't, know yet. 

What basically Is the problem with USAC? 
Is it a question of small crowds at the lesser 
meetings, or maybe the expensive offy engine? 
In common with most other forms of motor 
racing, the expense of mounting a top opert 
tion is incredible, and there just aren't 
enough guys around with the sort of money 
required to be able to participate in USAC. 
Your team-mate Mario Andretti has done For 
mula One racing this year, and your older 
brother, Bobby, drove Fi for BRM some years 
back. ‘Hava you any aspirations in this 
direction ? 

Again, ic depends on whether I can get a 
competitive drive. Of course, I've had offers 
to do it but when you join either a third 
Fate team or become a team's number three 
driver, you just become a member of the 
team putting on a show. I go motor racing 
t win, and if T can't win, I don't want {0 go 
motor racing 

You have won twice at Indianapolis, so Is 
this one of your favourite race 
It’s the one that makes the most money, s0 
T guess you could say, yes. 

I understand you gained your first ever racing 
experience at the famous Pikes Peak hill- 
climb. Was it particularly demanding and 
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does it bear any relation to present-day 
clreuit racing? 

Pike's Peak has a gravel surface, not asphalt. 
It’s a very tricky place where you can't 
afford to make any mistakes when you're 
going fast. If you do make a mistake you 
go a long, long way down, but racing on this 
hill has ‘enabled me to settle into circuit 
racing again very quickly. You see I bad to 
be exactly perfect up there, there was no 
room for error at all, and this fine sense of 
judgment has helped me a great deal 

How does testing an F5000 car compare with 
testing a USAC racer? Is there a great deal 
of difference, and do you have to change 
your style in any way? 

Well for a start, you cant compare road 
racing with oval racing. In road racing you 
can, for instance, afford to make a mistake, 
but then there are bound to be several other 
places around the track where you can make 
up lost time. On the ovals you simply can't 
afford to make the slightest error as we run 
to precise patterns and speeds, so really there 
Js no comparison. In short they are as 
different as day is from night. 

‘The Eagle seems to be the best car around 
In USAC racing, but Is It really that good? 
Ic is good, in fact i's very good, but I don’t 
know whether it's the best USAC car. The 
McLarens are going quite fast, but there are 
maybe five McLarens to 30 Eagles, 30 you 
can’t really say which one is the best. At 
Indianapolis this year, there was no doubt 
Johnny Rutherford's' McLaren was the 
Quickest by far. What I do know is that the 
Engle is a far better car than our old Parnalll 
but in fairness, this year we never did really 
work it out properly. Mario was too busy 
road racing, and he had to pick the best shot 
which was'the Eagle, and this is what he 
went with’ 


Although during th 


‘saw him become a USAC superstar. Here he tangle: 


One thing which always fascinates the public 
and the press is racing brothers dicing wheel 
to wheel with each other. How do you see 
your racing against brother Bobby? 

Well, firstly it makes mp very proud that 
Bobby and I are racing in the calibre of 
events which we are, and you must appre- 
ciate that this is very rare to find two 
brothers in any sport competing at such high 
level. Racing against Bobby is just the same 
as racing against the other top-liners such 
@s Mario and A. J. Foyt or anybody. I've 
got to beat Bobby as much as I have to beat 
the others, but T certainly dont make any 
appreciably bigger effort to beat Bobby than 
I do when racing against the cthers. 

It’s often the case that racing brothers aren't 
all that close to each other. Is that the case 
with you and Bobby, or do you manage to 


No, it's certainly not the case with Bobby and 
L, we are real close, in fact we do a great 


past iwo seasons, Unser has driven both an Eagle and a Maurice Phillippe designed Parnelli, it was the Lola-based Colt that 


with Johnny. Rutherford. 


than most brothers are, 
Al, you have two Indy Utles behind you, one 
USAC Championship and your career to date 
hhas been highly successful, Have you any 
ambitions left in racing? 

Well, I think any ambition is to continue 
to win, regardless of whether it's Indy or 
Pocono or any race. I want to win, it's as 
simple as that. I enter races purely to win 
regardless of their status or prestige, I did 
think at one time that, like any other form 
‘of competition, or maybe business, once 
your goals had been reached you’ would 
quit. However, I feel that in motor racing 
there is no ultimate goal and even if you 
have won a number of major titles, you want 
to keep ight in there and win ‘again and 
again. 


" . coed 
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Special stage 


dited by lan Sadler 


TOUR OF EPPYNT 


Castro! 


SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


Round 11 


As Britain blunders into another 


New Year, the best news for 
rally enthusiasts is the swiftly 
approaching Castrol/AUTOSrORT 
Tour of Eppynt which takes 


place on the 28th of this month. 
The first car is 

Weave the Abernant 
Lianwetyd Wells 
will be 


scheduled to 
Lake Hotel, 
‘at 8.30; lunch 
taken back at the same 


Frank Plerson—starts at No 


hotel where the first car is ex. 
pected by 13.00 hours, and the 
first car should be arriving back 
fat the finish around 18,00; which 
effectively means that the final 
two stages will be run in dark- 
ness. Scrutineering will take 
place at W. R. Powell's garage in 
Lianwetyd Wells from 7.00 pm to 
10.00 pm on Friday, and from 
7.00 am on the Saturday. Com 
petitors are reminded that after 
Teaving the hotel on Saturday 
morning SS1 is 75 per cent tar 
‘and 25 per cent loose and is fol 
lowed immediately by SS2 which 
consists of two and a half miles 
‘of unsurfaced road, and there is 
ho provision to change tyres be 
tween the stages. No spectators, 
besides marshals, will be officl- 

ly allowed on the ranges, since 
the “whole complex is ' being 
used, Marshals are still in short 
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Tony Drummond —126 points. 


supply and if they wish to sign 
on (or indeed if they have done 
30 already) they must meet at 
the bottom of the Liywell dual 
carriageway at 0730 am, or at 
Tirabad end cf the ranges at the 
same time. Awards have been in- 
creased to £75 for the winner; 
£50 for the second place: €30 for 


third place; and €15 to each 
class winner. Course car is an 
RS 2000 loaned by Gibbs Bros 
and driven by Derek Tucker. 
Foden ts also. expected to be 
following. ‘The top 20 entries 
areas follows: 1, _F. Pierson 
(Escort RS); T.| Fowkes 
(Escort RS), 3,-T. Drummond 
(Escort _RS): P. Faulkner 
(Escort RS); 5, R. Brookes (RS 


6, B. Evans (Porsche C 
J. Churchill (Escort RS) 
iniffe (Escort RS) 
(Escort TC); 
11, G._ ‘Batchelor 
12, "J. Price (Alpine): 
4, K. Videan (Datsun 
5, R. Badham (Aven. 
16, T. Brown (Escort 
R. Davies (Escort RS) 
18, M.'Ridout (Alpine): 19, L. 
Jones (Escor: RS); 20, G. Evans 
(Porsche 9117); 21," R. Pate 
Chris Beynon is pressing Wis 
faithful old twin cam Escort into 
the fact 


service owing to that 
the engine of his Porsche, 
damaged on the RAC, has not 
yet been put right. John Price 


was hoping that bis new Alpine 
Would arrive from Dieppe. in 
time, but is @ doubtful starter at 
the ‘moment: and Roger Phatt's 
battered Capri Is now somewhat 
“over-stired.” so he too may be 
without a drive. 


Paul Faulkner — 116 points. 


Andersson—a Stratos drive? 


Toysta plans are shrouded in 
utmost secrecy and dependant 
on the decision makers as we g0 
to press, but rumours circulat. 
ing suggest that they are quite 
exciting. It is thought that a 
new addition to the usual bril 
Hiant pair of Andersson and Wal: 
degaard may well turn out to be 
none ocher than Per Inge Wal. 
fridsson, and that the first event 


for the trio may be the Portuguese 
rally (formally the TAP) in 230 
bhp 16 valve 2-litre Celicas 
Further even:s on Andersson's 
calendar may be the Acropolis 
land. Morcceo. There has even 
been the suggestion of a pro: 
posal to run a similar car in 


the Circuit of Ireland as a shake: 
down for future events in Europe 
As far as this “inflated” island 
is concerned, there have been 
sugge.ions of the possibility of 
of 2 litre Corollas contesting the 
RAC championship rounds 

there is a’s0 a chance that Bjorn 
Waldegaard may be seen in a 


Ove Andersson—what next? 


Stra:os on the Swedish next year. 
It will be remembered that the 
brilflant Swede won the event in 
68, "69 and 70, The silly season 
is well and truly with us 


Monte Carlo 


‘The announcement of the drivers 
in the Renault Alpine team for 
the Monte Carlo Rally will not 
have pleased Jacques Henry. The 
talented French privateer had a 
Drilllant start to the season and 
he had sown up the National G4 
Championship before his luck 
started to turn. A gearbox failure 
‘on the Tour de Corse during the 
first test was the forerunner of 
a similar failure on the Criterium 
des Cevennes, and he feels that 
@ lack of results at the end of 
the season effectively dashed his 
chances of proving his consist- 
ency to Alpine. Both Fiat and 
Lancia have entered strong. four 
car teams to counter the Alpine 
entry. The former will consist of 
cars for Mikkola, Alen, Darniche, 
and Bachelli; while Lancia have 
entered three Stratos for Munari 
Andruet and Pimo; in additi 
there will be a 16 valve Beta 

for Pregliasco, _Uncon- 


rally latest 


firmed reports suggest that there 
may bs a fifth Alpine (an A310) 
entered on the event for Ove 
‘Andersson, 


A Stratox for Pinto, 


» 


we had hoped to show you the well-dressed variety 
in its new livery but Christmas came between us 
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Special stage 


Paul Martin 
clinches title 


Paul Martin, driving his own- 
reparation " Escort’ won the 
final round of the Northern 
Ireland Rally Championship 
from the Machwall prepared 
Mazda RX3_of Ronnie McCart 
ney. Peter Scott, who navigated 
for McCartney, won the navigi 
tors section of the nine-round 
series. The events comprised a 
mixture of navigational road 
rallies and special stage events. 
McCartney's second place brings 
the total “of start/finishes to 
eleven out of eleven for the 
ultra-reliable car. 


Bad vibes ? 


‘At an annual get-together of the 
entire Lancia team in Turin last 
‘week the team's. sponsor-change 
from Marlboro to Alicalia was 
‘officially announced. The original 
decision, - by Marlboro, was 
taken before the Tour de Corse 
and is mainly for —potitical 
Feasons, Marlboro not wishing 
to be at the centre of possible 
adverse publicity when stricter 
controls for cigarette advertis- 
ing come into enforcement 


A new car 
for Price 


John Price has just sold his 
‘Alpine and che lucky recipient 
will be taking delivery of the car 
next week. ‘The car has gone 
‘across the water to Ireland and 
its new owner is Greg O'Gorman. 
John’s own plans for 1975 in- 
clude a new A110 with wishbone 
rear suspension which he is 
Shortly expecting from Dieppe. 
John has also recently disposed 
of his G2 Renault 17 so. this 
Teaves him without transport for 
the Tour of Eppynt at ne time 
of going to press. O'Gorman 
comes from the general direction 
of Cork and has in the. past 
proved a notably quick driver of 
Escorts, 


John Price — new Alpine. 
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Failsafe FoMoCo frolics 


“That's the gearlever over thers 
with the inevitable queries. 


‘The Ford Motor Company under. 
took an operation early last week 


fraught with risk; a gamble of 
greater proportions than any 
International rally tackled. Ob- 


viously something to do with the 


silly season, Ford invited a 
bunch of scrawny" motoring 
writers” (most with huge Walter 


Mitty complexes) down to Chob- 
ham for the day to play at being 
superstar rally drivers. They pro: 
vided a loose circuit, complete 
with real ditches and érees and a 
couple of cars—Timo Makinen's 
RAC | winning Colibri Escort 
‘and Roger Clark's Esso _Uniflo 
000 96M. Perhaps the continued 
years of rally success at the 

of the tree has finally gone t 
the corporate head. 

‘Some semblance of responsi 
bility did, thankfully, stop any 
too-embarrassing displays of out 
‘and out " rock-aping.”" First of all, 


Norman Masters coping manfully 


the course was the innermost 
loop at Chobham, a Mickey 
Mouse five-eighths' of a mile; 


genuinely loose but tight enough 
fo. make sure we never dis 
covered anything about fourth or 
fifth gear acceleration and hand- 

Secondly, a splendid Christ 
s lunch was provided after 
wards so good behaviour was 
expected. 

Perhaps the most surprising 
aspect of the day was that it 
took place at all. For the pas: 
two or three years the Escort 
has been in a fully developed and 
sorted state, little modifications 
for extra speed In different seis 
of circumstances being all that 
has been necessary to keep the 
car fully competitive. A works 
type Escort RS1600 can be built 
at’ Boreham, driven around the 
Belgian Pave track there for an 
hour or so and then have every 


Acropolis 
gets hig 
prize fund 


Unlike this year, there will defin. 
itely be an Acropolis Rally in 
1975. Henry and Joyce Liddon 
have already laid out the route in 
their private Renault R5, so you 
need "have no fear that the 
route may be too rough. The date 
ison the 26th of May and, 
apart from the fact that there 
will be well over £2000 of prize 
money, British and Scandinavian 
entrants will receive just over 
£250 starting money when they 
arrive in Greece. Those coming 
from Austria, Belgium, Holland, 
Italy, France and Switzerland 
will ‘receive a similar payment 
of £230, while those coming 
from countries next to Greece 
will get £190. Regulations will 
ultimately. be available through 
the RAC in Belgrave Square but 
any prospective entrants are 
urged to contact the organisers, 
ELPA in Athens. 


Rockey: testing 
— not recceing 


Nigel Rockey has asked us co 
point out on his behalf that his 
Fecent brush with the RAC was 
not as a result of illegal recceing. 
‘Apparently some people have 
been of che opinion that Rockey 
was recceing for the RAC Rally 
at the time he was reported. 
‘This was in fact not the case as 
he was testing a car in a part of 
Forestry Commission land not 
used by rallies. 


What did you expect—an action picture? 


thing torqued-up ready to run. 
‘Once upon a time rally cars were 
very temperamental machines. It 
might require more | frequent 
“6,000 mile servicing” but it 
will be just as reliable as any 
1100 or 1300 Escort off the pro- 
duction line. The above is not in 
any way an over simplification 
and the car's incredible tolerance 
was admirably demonstrated at 
Chobham. One after another we 
climbed in for our “ shots," and 
after fiddling around with seat 
position and safety bel:s (all the 
while with the BDA burbling 
quietly at a very normal tick- 
‘over) a period of gearbox acclim- 
atisation would take place, fur- 
ther insulting the engine. “With 
a bhp-perlitre figure of 115, the 
docile way in which the ¢wo' litre 
BDA coped with low-high-ow 
revs without ever grumbling was 
quite remarkable. 

‘Aurosrort's _ repfesentative, 
widely believed to be one of the 
Scruffiest to turn up, tried Roger 
Clark's car to begin with, dhen a 

ible breather to regain com- 
hefore sampling the 
Makinen machine. Al- 
though going against the 
consensus of opinion, Cli 
was found to be head and 
shoulders more fun. The Uniflo 
car felt squat and square to the 
road. It handled just as €x 
pectations—not too twitchy in a 
Straight line and superbly chuck- 
le, it would screw itself around 
the corners no matter what silly 
emulations were attempted. Mak: 
Inen’s car felt much more of 
rally car, suited to its driver's 
‘whims, though both cars were, in 
specification, very much the 
same, Makinen’s Escort felt 
harder riding and higher from 
the road (a higher mounted seat 
giving this illusion for the car 
factually had a slightly lower ride 
height with the thirteen inch 
wheels fitted) and less chuckable. 
Probably it would have felt much 
better if the driver had not 
sampled Clark's car first, for it 
felt though it_ would be 
quicker and less dramatic once 
Tearnt. To drive Clark's car as 
quickly in a similar situation 
would have requirea a brave 
attempt to copy the Master and 
acres of wide open space on 
which to modify the mistakes. 

It was a very well received and 
original outing, courtesy of Ford, 
but it left this writer with @ 
frustrated ego. Roger, makes it 
look so easy after a few casual 
laps around the Alpine Course at 
Bagshot. 


Pounding through a foul night on the Burmah in August. George Hill/ Keith Wood had t 


The Martin Group: 
a big push for ’75 


GEORGE HILL and ERIC DICKSON 
talk to PETER NEWTON 


Oldham Is one of those towns that grows on you. At first glance there does not appear to be 
much to linger for. Rows of symmetrical terraced houses, relics of the Industrial revolution, fan 
‘out from the abruptly twentieth century core, while a network of concrete and asphalt surrounds 

1@ Whole; seeming rather (0 cut the community off, as much as to connect it with others. 
jowever it is people that make communities memorable, just as they do with any institution, 
and to leave Oldham after even a short stay Is to see it in a completely different light. This 
town, like many others on both sides of the Pennines is a home of the Martin Group, an 
ambitious and gregarious garage chain, whose name over the past two years has become 
closely associated with competition. That this is so is largely due <0 the inspiration of one of 
thelr personable young directors, Alan Martin, Whose shrewd business acumen continually 
him to objectively rationalise the existence of a motor sport programme (the benefits of 
are at best difficult to define in real terms); not an easy task for an enthusiast, The year that is 
just about to bow out in a forboding cloud of economic depression has been = very successful 
one for the Group, and coincidentally they won the Renault 5 challenge with Nell McGrath, the 
first year of the ‘series’ existence and (barring the most cruel fortune) the MN/Wsber rally 
championship in the capable hands of George Hill and Keith Wood, as well ag some good results 
on RAC rounds when mechanical gremlins stayed at home. 

Although ‘the competition side lacks noth- tic in motorsport and did I want to get the 
ing in enthusiasm and dedication, it is by no whole show on the road? It was a challenge I 
means a full time occupation for its principal couldn't resist." Chris Coburn built them their 
Organiser, Eric Dickson, for he just happens first rally car, a Group 2 Vauxhall that gave 


be content wi 


to double up as the Group's parts manager in 
his spare time (during which he manages to 
cram in something like 1000 road miles per 
‘week visiting the Group's outposts) and’ in 
addition he has just been appointed a director 
of a new company in which Martins have 
taken an interest, “Mr Martin came to me 
just over two years ago. . he said he was 
looking for someone who was a bit enthusias- 
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them more trouble chan they care to remem- 
ber. Will Sparrow and Nigel Raeburn did the 
driving and navigating. To begin with the car 
Seemed scarcely competitive, so an ambitious 
move to group 5 was undertaken. It was this 
move which began to uncover the frailties of 
the antiquated Vauxhall transmission, for as 
soon as the engine started to give some prom- 
Ising power outputs, the back axles and gear- 


ats * 
third after @ differential brok 


boxes gave up the unequal struggle. At the 
Of 1972, with precicus ttle to show for 
i efforvs beside bills, came the momentous 
switch with the newly formed DTV. A deal 
Which was primarily undertaken for geographi- 
cal reasons, George Hill takes up the story; 
“Thad been with DTV that year while Will 
was with Martins. It seemed rather silly to 
both of us with my car being in Banbury, Will 
living in Studley, his car being here and me 
living four miles down the road.” However 
Will was available and he had driven a Vauxhall 
for Chris on the RAC ¢he year before, Natu- 
rally Coburn did not want to see Sparrow go 
to another manufacturer, 50 that when Alan 
Martin professed great interest and wanted to 
be a Vauxhall Sportpart dealer, things not 
surprisingly became easier, The swap, when It 
happened, occurred primarily for two reasons, 
the first was simply a matter of geography, the 
sheer distance between driver and. car. 
Secondly ‘Sparrow had always liked to look 
er his own car, but when consistent mech- 
anical failure dogged his progress, the entrants 
were keen to get the car back to Oldham to 
have a look at it themselves... perhaps & was 
possible that they could solve the problems. 
Sparrow was not over-enthusiastic about this, 
and the knowledge that he had Coburn on his 
doorstep in Banbury to consult for specialised 
parts and advice led t0 the exchange, As Alan 
Martin said at the time, “we agreed to dis. 
agree.” So George Hill's domestic and work 
base became his rally HQ as well. “When I 
was given the opportunity of seeing Mr Martin 
for the first time, he asked me what I wanted 
todo... I said ‘obviously stages, but in all 
fairness to give you some results and some 
return for your money we must do some road 
events; ’ that’s why we have got two cars, the 
Viva and the Magnum.” The deal worked out 
well for both sides and Hill brought his GS 
DTV prepared road rally car up north with 
him; it remains essentially unchanged today. 
Together with Will Sparrow, George started 
rallying in 1969. They both had Minis. “There 
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‘was nothing to choose between us then,” he 
pauses for a grin before hurrying on... “in 
1970 he did the RAC championship when I 
‘was short of the usual things, like money and 
@ car, and he won che Welsh outright and the 
‘overall championship that year. He's never 
really looked back since, He's had virtually 
four solid years of stage experience during 
‘which time I've been doing one event per year 
up until this year; and this season has really 
been only a half-hearted attempt, s0 I do feel 
that I'm a couple of years behind Will, but I 
don't think #'l take ‘me very long to’ catch 
up." A look through the archives to ascertain 
what the ‘one event per year’ has yielded 
makes hig last remark decidedly credible. His 
first major stage event was the 1971 Welsh 
and resulted in 12th overall and an award for 
highest placed crew on their first Inter- 
national, He had co waft until the following 
Year for another opportunity in the forests; the 
Welsh the following year, in a Mexico. He was 
first in class, A works Ford on the same event 
in '73 came about thanks to Mexico success, 
He had not seen the car before the start and 
ever previously driven it; it was a left 

five speed gearbox, They were 

lying 10th when the head gasket went. ” Quite 
@ common fault apparently,” adds Hill in a 
matter-of-fact tone of voice. Ail this time his 
successes in road events with Keith Wood 
continued £0 mount. How does he feel about 
them now? “I officially retired from road 
events after the Bristowe, and I never want 
to do another one in my’ life,” he says em- 
phatically. "I've always essentially preferred 
stage events, but never had the money to 
Compete on them. The organisation of road 
‘but there is too 


anti-social, The only way I think they can 
carry on is with Group 1 cars, and without 
‘open trade sponsors; if there is no advertising 
fon the cars it does not upset the general 
public half as much, and Group 1 means quiet 
cars.” Both Eric and George agree that there 
is still a place for road rallies, but in order 
{0 survive they must be brought back to club 
level and decommercialised in order to give 
the up-and-coming enthusiast a chance to 
‘compete relatively cheaply against drivers of 
‘his own calibre 


PARTNERSHIP SPLIT 


‘(iter_over five years of close association 
the end of 1974 brought about a change of 
co-driver, "I've always maintained that a road 
event requires three things in about equal 
car, driver, navigator, Keith does 
lly see himself ay co-driver as opposed 
does not feel that he contri- 
utes enough.” ‘The search for the future 
‘occupier of the left hand seat is now over 
George outlined the prerequiskes ; "we wee 
looking for someone with a let of experience 
Of the forests, “not too flamboyant, a strong. 
Person in thar he should be able to say who 
drives when; in short (sorry!) someone who 
could help me rather than hinder me—the man 
‘who came out top was Phil Short.” (It will be 
remembered that Jack Tordoff will only be 
Competing infrequently in the coming year 
owing to pressing business commitments as 
reported in Special Stage on the 19th Decem- 
ber). “Everyone in road rallying is looking to 
beat me; unfortunately there aren't many at 
the moment who are in a position to do thi 
T think we should leave those series alone and 
go for something higher where we can be 
eaten, and where we in consequence have 
something to achieve. When you get a good 
Fesult It Is so much more worthwhile.” Then 
Of course there are the dedicated men looking 
after Hill's car: "they're quite upset when 
they can't come along and take part in the 
event, 50 they are thrilled ¢o be going on stage 
events, Eric Dickson: “We're very fortunate 
In that our two lads don't really do it for a 
living, they go along because they are really 
interested in it 
Bearing in mind the origins of the com- 
pany’s competition programme, how closely do 
they liaise with DTV these days? The question 
is greeted with quizzical smiles. “As far as 
the 16 valve engines are concerned, that is 
strictly Blydenstein.” (the sohc unit in the 
Viva is prepared locally by Whiteheads and 
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x 


Sates 


His last ever road rally? The old team on the way to victory on the recent Bristowe, 


George Hill—big chance in 1975. 


has been a model of retlability this year) 
Banbury take part in getting the right bits 
homologated. The only time we have really 
associated with them was the RAC in Novem- 
ber when they took it upon themselves to put 
the axle in. It took two and a half weeks.” 
(Lis a very complicated job compared with 
the standard axle, involving a full Watts link- 


Problems delayed them on the Armstrong Forest 


age and twin rose joints). “It ig more 
sophisticated than che works Escorts and once 
you have got it in you can just forget it, 

‘A glance at the results list shows that the 


Marsin Group have had’ their’ fair share of 
mechanical problems 1 Te was 
always gearbox and axle...” Hill had to 


resign himself to third place on the Burmah 
after an axle gave up the ghost at the start of 
Minard, a long ten miler, which Jost. them 
time; and on the Castro! 75 it was the turn of 
the gearbox to cry enough. With the latest 
homologated parts however there are high 
hopes for the future. All these bits found 
themselves together in the same car on the 
RAC. "The car arrived virtually hours before 
the event, we drove it to York, there was a 
diff leak’ due to some bolts’ being over- 
tightened, and we had to do the whole of 
the first leg before we could take it apart. 
It was not however the newly homologated 
differential which gave the trouble on the 
RAC, it was the engine. George found to his 
dismay that the engine would only pull cleanly 
right at the very peak of the rev range, and 
despite the presence of two of Blydensiein' 
mechanics throughout the event, they never 
got it right. The problem was essentially 
Quite a simple one, it was fitted with th 
wrong camshafts, so that although it wa 
giving well over 200 bhp on the ragged edge, 
just 1000 rpm lower down it pushed out 


The stage car was developed all season. 


Paseo 


For all your DTV 
requirements contact 


NASH OF CARDIFF LTD. 
SLOPER ROAD, CARDIFF, CF1 STE 


Telephone 
CARDIFF (0222) 387221 


=z] 


FOR YOUR DTV SPORTS PARTS 
IN KENT 


DRAKE AND FLETCHER 


Contact us of 


LONDON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT 


Vehicle Sales ; 59161 Sports Parts : 59955 


VAUXHALLS WIN MORE OF EVERYTHING 
HAVE AGREAT NAME IN A NEW 
IN RALLYING... 


a FIRENZA 


THOMPSON OF HULL LTD. 


230-236 ANLABY ROAD, HULL, YORKS 
TEL: (0482) 23681/6 


Winners North Humberside Rally 
Championship 
Driver; R. Shipp. Navigator: D. Whiteley 


SPORTPART DEALERS eg 


FOR HUMBERSIDE Biv 


High Performance Centre, 
‘Dunkeld Road, Perth. 
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On ice in Wykeham forest, the final stage of the RAC in November. 


Throughout the event 


the Martin car was dogged by a persistent misfire. 


just 115 bhp a real screamer, just the 
thing for the stages. It says a lot for the 
engine that it stayed together for five days: 
for Hil, in his efforts to make the car per- 
form as he knew it should, had decided to 
ignore the tell-tale in the later stages, such 
was his chagrin, When it was stripped there 
was found to be absolutely no damage what- 
soever ‘all they had got was a racing 
engine, “They finished 23rd overall, and. re- 
ceived a class award and an apology from Mr 
Biydenstein, 


FORTHCOMING PLANS 


‘Arguably, despite a rather disappointing 
result, it was the most significant of the year, 
for that Magnum is the test bed for the 73 
car. The engine and five-speed. transmission 
‘appear to be now reliable at last, and homo- 
logated in G2. In the coming weeks they 
will be working with DTV on a balance bar/ 
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twin servo system for adjusting the amount 
Of rear braking effect. Um:il now this bas 
merely been accomplished by altering the rear 
wheel cylinders," We set off last year to have 
@ play at the RAC championship, this year 
we are going to have a serious attempt at it. 
However I think it will be possible to get a 
good result in both championships as many of 
the rounds clash with each other. We w 
to do the Home Internationals as. wel 
Would we then be seeing Hill in Ireland this 
year; something for which a lot of enthusi- 
asts have waited for many years? “I hope 
so it just depends cn my sponsor,” he 
adds half joking “1 wamt to go very 
much because everyone keeps telling me it 
is my event. Certainly 1 am always confident 
of turning in a beter result on tar, and there 
are some drivers who I feel might beat me 
on the loose who would not be so much in 
the running on tar.” 

‘Subsequent to the RAC, the 


Magnum’s 


engine did the equivalent of two similar mat 
thons on the test bed at Blydensteing without 
any problems at all, They will be preparing 
the Martin Group's engine exclusively for next 
year. This is not to say that the boys at 
Oidham will be out of a job. Rather the 
reverse, for Martins are planning to. start 
their own competition and’ rally preparation 
department and intend building not only for 
themselves but for outside people, as they 
have had experience now in building their 
‘own cars as well as merely carrying out mod 
fications, so that anything from economy road 
kits to G2 stage cars could be on the cards 
from January. The works are flexible enough 
to handle it and they have new premises in 
Oldham to develop. 

Something that is under constant review Is 
the question of whether the Vauxhall reafly is 
the right car for results in 1975, Eric Dick- 
son puts over one of the arguments; “you 
B0 out and get a third or a fourth on big 
international with an Escort and it is expected 
of you, but you do it with something a bit 
differene " George Hill con.inues: “I 
was supposed to test drive the Opels before 
the RAC, they weren't ready at the time 50 
it has been postponed until sometime in the 
near future, But we did feel that even though 
they had proved themselves reliable through- 
out the year, they had not quite got the 
ultimate performance, and then of course the 
crossflow engines are’still a bir suspect. Those 
engines are costing something like £3500, You 


“ I've been doing one event 
per year up until this year, 
and this season has really 
been only a half-hearted 
attempt ; so I do feel that 

I'm a couple of years behind 
Will, but I don’t think that it'll 
take me very long to 

catch up.” 


can get a Vauxhall unit for about 40 per 
cent of that, Mr Martin left the decision to 
me, We have the ultimate Vauxhall now, is 
tt going to go or not? (surely a rhetori 


Question?) “I think Opels will come good in 
1976 with the Kadets, but the parts are double 
the price of Vauxhall, just routine parts that 


you "change, so I'm quite happy ‘with the 
development that has gone into this car, and 
I think mext year will be the year for It 
Sponsorship negotiations for the coming year 
seem also to be at an advanced st 
relations with Esso have been mutu 
Satisfactory since mid-season, 

Ic is difficult to remember visiting an estab- 
lishment like Martins where there has been 
so much enthusiasm under one roof, The 
atmosphere of the place lingers on long after 
one has returned to the bland, indifferent 
south-east. Memories are sharp up there, 
and they still recall with wry smiles the cruel 
day in November 1973 on the high slopes 
above Erskine Bridge when Morris had. to 
Teave his jacket behind. It had welded itself 
to the road while he was changing the back 
axle for the fourth time during the event 
Despite the bitter cold it took him just 22 
minutes, While the sense of humour is always 
there, so is a determination that is all the 
more’ powerful for being veiled behind a 
curtain of affable banter, From Eric Dickson 
downwards, the team know where they are 
going, and they now feel that they have the 
equipment to do it. Personnel are no prob- 
Jem, for in George Hill they have a mature 
driver of great skill who never appears to let 
his enthusiasm allow him to lose sight of the 
objectives set aside by the boss, Eric Dick 
son has the last word: “Considering the 
size of the company and the time and the 
money that are spent on competition, I don't 
think there's anyone in this country who 
could have given it the backing that Alan 
Martin has. A less determined and en:husia 
tic man would never have been able to do it. 
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Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


More on the nitro situation and costs 


Following on the recent news about the 
increased cost of ‘nitro comes clarification of 
the reasons from G-Max Research, sole 
‘supplier of the fuel in this country. At present 
it coms £6.96 to racers in pure form per 
gallon, rising to €8.15 with the recent VAT 
Increase on petrol or petrol substitutes, a 
price that is likely to be even higher when 
the basic material goes up next year. 

Nitromethane is not an oil-based product 
‘and is only made by one company in the 
entire world, namely Commercial Solvents in 
‘America, and as well as being used in drag 
racing and other motor sports i has various 
Industrial uses, so to classify it as a petrol 
substitute is clearly erroneous. 

‘G-Max state that in their opinion (and as 
the sole supplier they probably know more 


about st than anyone else in the country) 
Nitromethane is a safe carrier of oxygen to 
ignze the methanol that is always added in 
some percentage, and therefore to use ® in 
a normal car engine is just not feasible, either 
technically or financially—who would’ substi- 
tute petrol at 65p a gallon for n&ro at over 
82 

‘This great increase in tax will do nothing 
to help drag racing, which like any other 
branch of the sport is aiready expensive 
‘enough at Top Fuel and Funny Car level, for 
If these cars are priced out of existence, then 
all will suffer, and G-Max urge all racers and 
followers of the spor to follow their lead 
by contacting their MP with a view to grant- 
Ing an exemption to Nitromethane in respect 
of VAT. 


Speedocross offer 


Following their running of the first Speedo- 
cross in September, the Soar Valley Motor 
Club have received requests from other clubs 
‘as to the organisation and the race plan and 
‘scoring mehods involved. These are now 
available from John Scatt at 2A, Swan Street, 
Sileby, Leicestershire. 

‘The first Speedocross was inspired by Jim 
Creasey who recently retired from motor 
‘sport, and the event attracted 43 entries des- 
ite ‘two other classing meetings, and the 
‘course having to be changed and constructed 
in 24 hours flat. It featured a slightly com. 
plicated scoring system based on that used 
In speedway. 

Jim Creasey has kindly offered to donate « 
major trophy to any Midland club promoting 
Speedocross in 1975 and enquiries should be 
direcced to Andy Thwaite at the BTRDA. 


TRIAL 


Seven in the 
morning for Twite 


Cambridge CC had one of their best ever 
entries when 49 competitors turned up for 
December 15's production car trial at Sutton 
near Ely. The club arranged six hills tackled 
four times and the overall winner, dropping 
only seven marks, was Arthur Twite in bis 
1172 Cannon, He dropped all his marks in the 
morning. 

Frank Martin (Mini Van) and Geoff Glover 
(@atsun Cherry) were the early leaders in 
Class 1 and were four marks apart at the 
break. Martin went on to take the class on 
26 marks, seven fewer than Glover, while Reg 
‘Andrews in the same Datsun, was third on 
43 marks. Glyn Jackson (Anglia Van), had his 
‘work cut out to stay ahead of Sue Halkyard’s 
‘Austin Seven. Sue, who had spent Saturday 
night replacing the crank in her car, was 
only a single mark adrift at the midway’ point 
‘and in fact took the lead immediately after the 
re-start. Slowly but surely, however, Jackson 
pulled the deficit back and eventually took the 
class by five marks. 

Mike Noble and Bob Last shared an Imp 
Sport to head the rear-engined class all day. 
Noble was a mark up at the break but 
extended this to six by the end of the day 
Teaving Clive Booth's Imp bebind to the tune 
‘Of nine marks, and in the Specials Hugh 
Piggin took the class én a Cannon on 16 marks. 


TRIAL 


Mrs Walsh keeps 
Parker on his 
toes all day 


Preston AC ran the final round of the SD 34 
‘Sheil Production Car Trial Championship at 
Cuerden Park, Preston, on December 15. From 
8 field of 53 which did not include either of 
the two championship front runners, the win- 
ner was Barry Parker in his 1275 Cooper who 
Groped 27 marks on the 16 hill 

Parker established ‘is command on the 
class early on but he was harried all the way 
by Mrs Jean Walsh én her Mini who was only 
three marks adrift at lunch. Parker was able 
to pull out a further small lead in the after- 
noon and finally beat Mrs Walsh by six marks 
wine Steohen Lawien (Mini) stayed just one 
mark behind Mrs Walsh. 

‘Paul Cassidy (Mexico), led the conventional 
saloons with 21 marks when lunch was ta) 
but his Mexico dropped behind the Anglia 
‘of Jim Waterworth in the second half and 
Waterworth cn 27 marks, took the class by 
two. Third in a class of 23 was Ian Barber's 
Escort GT on 41 marks. 

Best of the four sports car class was Charles 
Warr in a Midget and three makes took the 
honours in the rear-engioed class, Winner was 
Edgar Wadsworth in his Steyr-Puch on 32 
marks, John Parker (Imp Sport), who had 


matched tim to the break was second on 36 
marks and John Waddington (Fiat 500), was 
third on 42 marks. 


Sporting trials awards 


In recognition of the granting of permission 
for them to run three rounds of the RAC 

Trials Championship, Peterborough 
to award Trials Triple Trophies to 
every competitor to collect a first class award 
or above in all three events. 

Chairman of the club's trials sub-committee 
said: " We decided as we had been given the 
honour of organising three rounds in the 
1975 championship to recognise this by an 
award. Each trophy takes the form of a 
champagne goblet and we hope they will 
Prove an additional incentive to competitors.” 

Tin addition to last Sunday's Johnson Sport- 
ing Cup, the club will organise, the Walco 
Trial on January 5 followed by the Chas 
Pollard Trial on February 16. 


TRIAL 


Benson challenges 
Kincraft superiority 


Peterborough MC ran the second round of the 
1975 RAC and BT&RDA Sporting Trials 
Championship at Weldon, near Corby on Dec: 
ember 15, with 28 competitors tackling the 32 
‘Sections. Quickly back to form after his 
Werse in the previous week's BT&RDA fini 
Jack Pearce took his Kincraft to a seven 
mark win over Laurie Brown in his Aberties. 
‘After two rounds of the eight hills Pearce 
had moved into a three mark lead over John 
Benson who had Jabs going well. Brown was 
third, six marks off the pace and Tony Harvie 
son was fourth in his Kincraft on 26 marks. 
Fifth at the break was Hugh Pollard (Jab 
Ford) who had dropped 31 marks while there 
was a tle between Ivor Portlock (Dryad) and 
Reg Allen's Kincraft for sixth place, both 
having 33 marks against them. With Pearce 
ailing on serenely after lunch to collect the 


Tony and Janet Brise had their best result 
yet having a “works” Impunity drive 


Johnson Sporting Cup with a total of 29 
‘marks, Benson and Brown engaged in a flerce 
Struggie for the Simon Thornbury Trophy 
for the runner-up. A fine third round, drop- 
ping only two marks, gave Brown the edge 
and he finished on 36 marks to beat Benson 
by a single mark. 

Harrison remained consistent for fourth on 
42 marks and the third Kincraft of Allen 
moved into fifth on 54 marks. Pollard’s Jab 
Ford broke part of its gearbox on the third 
round and he was eliminated leaving Tony 
Brise, in John Fack’s Impunity sixth from 
Portlock and Julian Fack. Novice award went 

yee (Cannon) on 120 marks. 


Rallycross anyone ? 


For the rallycross competitor, TEAC are the 
people who can keep you pretty busy, for 
between now and March, they have no fewer 
than seven meetings at either Lydden or the 
new Knockhill circu not far from Edinburgh, 
which Denys Dobbie tas constructed. 

‘Although when the course was recently 
reviewed it appeared to be no more than @ 
large bog with some roads round i, TEAC 
intend to organise their first meeting there 
on January 5, with others on February 9, 
March 9 and 23. The Lydden dates are 
February 2, March 2, March 31, 
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Sports extra 


DRAG 


The American Grand Nationals 


The drag racing feast photographed by LAURIE GATEHOUSE 


‘Above, 19-9 Hurry Bonds A ‘237, lifting the wheels to 7.38 
Below, Doub! 188.67 mph. of Shirl Greer's Junny car, 
to qualify 


‘Ng — mh eS (ae 
Xe tee ey 62 
eS Ne ay 


Last year’s winning funny car, Jim Green's Green Elephant driven by Mike Miller, qualified first with a 6.23 s 
Ed the Ace” MeCullough. 
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CLASSIFIED —ibglke cence ik syrenen, nse er are 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


FORD SEAYASRY EP: 207 Finoney oad, Ham ites 


GORDON KEEBLE 


AMERICAN CARS 


LAND-ROVER VOLKSWAGEN 
sepa ta Sra pee F spre yotmomtenn gee ont, Maca, St 
Begum wane tesa te as ms HB 


SGT sucks AND BERKS 


LOTUS GINETTA — SCIMITAR 


COHEN AND MOSES 


—sorry, that should read Coburn and 
Marshail—owing to the increasing costs 
of mistresses, beer, petrol and anything 
else you care to mention, have reluctantly 
decided to dispose of their wives’ cars. 


Mrs Marshall's Firenza Sport SL, colour 
sapphire blue, starmist with black vinyl 
roof, 2300 cc engine, Yatest-type Firenza 
cam and exkaust, big valve head, aerofan 
and Minibte wheels with 185/70 rally 
specials, front ‘spoiler, full-length sun 
root, radio, stereo, LSD, tow ber, plus 
many other smaller non-standard items far 
too numerous to mention. Maintained 
regardess of cost by Vauxhall Motors. 


War “torus “Ps Do! 


Mrs Coburn's Viva GT Mk 2, colour 


Goodwood green, starmist. Decidedly 
non-standard: with 2300 cc engine, GT2 
cam, big valve head, full flow manifold, 

twin Deilortos, strengthened axle, 


Interesting mistress taken 
in part exchange. For even further details 


tel: Gerry Marshall (himself), 


OPEN siseseese Te or-ase ane 


East Horsieya114 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 - 


Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 


+ Autosport Market Place 47-48 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists” 


Offer from stock : 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 
‘and Service 


1968 DB6 auto and PAS. Silver grey with 
im. Lovely condition through 
wire wheels, tyres, 


1e with 5-speed 
‘with black trim. 


jine with 5-speed 
ing green with 
s Fospray and thore- 


trim. Cony 
and in excellent condition. 


For full details on any of the above 
please phone. 
SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 
ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 
Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT (0283) 
812744, 


C Sorc _& Rallye Sport Centre 


HOOLEYS 


DERBY ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 


JAN. '75 DELIVERY 
FOR YOUR NEW 
RS2000 OR MEXICO 


Olympic blue/blue decals. White/blue decal with centre console. White/ 
blue decal with alloy wheels and low-profile radials. 


MEXICOS IN STOCK 


Olympic blue/black stripes with opening rear Ya vents. Stardust silver/ 
black stripes. 


SPECIAL ORDER JUST DELIVERED 


Black Mexico with custom pack. 
ALSO DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE. 


FOR THE BEST POSSIBLE TERMS 
ON ANY OF THE ABOVE 
PHONE:- JEFF LEADLEY 

NOTTINGHAM (0602-46111) 
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GERRY MARSHALL 


Marshall Wingfield Ltd, 956 Finchley Road, 
‘London NW11, 


‘Tel: 01-458 4204, 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 
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pe Sree oo CHELSEA Why not sell 


your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


AMERICAN MOTOR CARAVAN 
DODGE WINNIBAGO BRAVE 


‘specification. 


£3950 FOR QUICK SALE 
Anything taken in part exchange 


Tel: 01-997 3641 any time 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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RACING CARS 


CLUBMANS Fas Setar ee 


SPORTS PROTOTYPE 


CHEVROLET CAMARO 6 Litre 


(ex Wiggins Teape car driven by Brian Muir) 


Now converted into Super Saloon Car and 
has the potential of being an outright winner 
next year. Complete with engine, many 
spares, wheels, body panels ... £2800 ono 
Hire purchase available and road or race car 
taken in exchange. 


aaa 
CHEVROLET SPARES FOR SALE T0 “CLEAR 


Chevrolet engine 5.7 .......-- £699 Many used and new standard Chevrolet 
Carillo rods (used), full set eae £280 engine parts and chassis parts 
6 litre (Hank the Crank) crankshaft, 4 Sete Gyo | brakelcallipeie toa ean 
new £280 9 engine blocks for Chevrolet (5.7) 
Pistons to match, new : £150 repaired and usable for road ..... £25 
Chevrolet camshafts from £15, used Racing tyres for American cars from 
Chevrolet gearbox (Muncie) used ... £120 Qin wheels to 17in wheels. From ee 
Chevrolet roller bearing camshaft, each to clear 
Engel (full kit) . £100 = Many other parts available and no sensible 
Crane rockers for Chevrolet from offers will be refused. (We must clear for 


full set £20 new project for 1975.) 


MARTIN THOMAS 


Saffron Road Garages Limited, 
Saffron Road, 


iggleswade. 
Tel : Biggleswade 313082. 
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MERCURY SPORTS /RACING 


THIS CAR 15 IDEAL FOR THE ENTHUSIAST. FuniSHED IN RED WITH 
IAG WHEELS ON INTERMEDIATES 


THe FOLLOWING PARTS ANE ALSO AVAILABLE 
et amgingplock with new pst 


EVERYTHING £825 enor al 
‘TELEPHONE SOUTHEND-ON-SEA S45300, 
‘any evening alter 


GROUP 1 SIMONIZ RACING CHEVROLET CAMAROS 


‘Two cars are offered for sale, both fully prepared and as raced 
most successfully by Richard Lloyd. 
Car ‘A’ with 7.4-litre engine £6250 
+ Fully prepared for British Saloon Car Championships series 
Car ’B' with 5.7-litre engine £4750 

Fully prepared for production car series. 

Both cars can be converted to either specification. 

Also V6 Transit Van and Trailer suitable for above. 

1969 Boss Mustang prepared for international group one 

racing £1950 

Details from Rob Potter at THINK AUTOMOTIVE LTD, 

1a Greenford Avenue, Southall, Middlesex 
Tel: 01-574 4652 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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PORSCHE 
CARRERA 
RSR 


1974 model with an ex works 3-itre (307 bhp). Includes 
4 slicks, 4 wets, 4 imermediates, also includes 12 wheels and 
ail_other things you need for racing 

1974, 7 starts, 7 wins in GT class. Best result Hillclimb 
Muhitacken, 1st overall, 2nd Rieder Oselia 2-Nitre, 3rd Breinsburg 
March F2, 4th Ploderl Lotus F2, 5th Schorg, Kaimann S$ Voe. 
Thi car in 1874 was only used in hillchimbs and is ready for 


3 SCHNITZER 


BMW 
2002 


1974 model. It’s a real Schnitzer works-car from the Austrian 

Production car championship. (282 bhp.) 

4974, 14 starts, 8 first places, 2nd places in Europeon production 

car races in Monza and Salzburg. Also included all tyres and 

2 lot of other things. The BMW is ready for 1975. 

Each of the cars cost more than £15,000 when new. 
Enquiries to: Box 4005, 


Prepared by factory trained 
mechanics. Norvic tuned, dry sump 
Jensen Healey engine, 225. 
approx. Getrad five speed gear 
Formula 5000 front disc brakes, 
specially modified front suspension 
and competition steering rack 
Limited slip differential, scoop a 
Gucted reat brakes and differential 


Telford Road, 
Edinburgh EH42PP. 


oa 
TEE ca nites 10" rome 32” Tels 1-332 9968. 


rear(netandary)Ailtedy panels We cam also offer 
weight fibreglass. Roll over bar 
and extinguisher system etc. ete lightweight fibregines 


£4500 0.n.0. or part exchange. Contact: panels for Jensen Healeys. 


(This price includes the car to be prepared for this season 
and painted in customers choice of colour). 


BRAND NEW 


GRYPHON C4A 


This car was professionally built at the factory early 
this month and has raced only once. It's so new it 
hasn‘t even been painted. Bullit box, Minilites, slotted 
discs and full set of wets and many spares. Complete 
car, less engine, for just £1,200. 
01-534 8427 01-969 6007 
(day) (night) 
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FORD CAPRI BODYSHELL stec! fared wheslarches, strengthened and 
‘modilied to sccommodate brand new Ford 47.litre VB and 4-speed 
frbox to match. High Wit cam, 4-38IDA.Webers, chrom: 


GTS chassis (now) £85. Bonnet ( 
"7 model. 

Five 8} x 13 Alloy Whe 

New Borg Warner 36 Auto 


All enquiries to Croxton 218 any time. 


ear 


eam shor 
t crane 


Ban.come ser dampers 
Fra00 geartvor 


‘el: 02602 5352 (day), 0625 74022 eveni 


DELTA RACING CARS LTD. 


have pleasure in announcing two new cars: 


DELTA RJ03.—Designed by Ray Jessop to be the most competitive 
Formula 3 car available for next season. Following on from the 
‘successful Rondel F2 and Token Fl designs, this car features @ 
full monocoque and up to date thinking with regard to narrow 
track, fully adjustable suspension, low drag body ‘and small overall 
size. Although the engine bay on the prototype car is constructed 
for the Holbay Pinto engine, any Formula 3 engine can be accom: 
modated. A Formula Atlantic version is planned and this car will 
be developed into a super Atlantic or U.S, Formula B chassis. 


DELTA IRF4.—Designed by Ian Reed and based on the experience 
Euinad Sy racing in Formula wich vanous FS iype chase, ie 
Exr'will be the Tost upto date and competitive in Formula 4 next 
year" Constructed of ¥5 type components, to FS specications, this 
Sint wall be available for's varisty of cngines at well under the 
price‘ anew Formula 3 rolimg chassis. The car would be ery 
Sompenitive "in ‘ormula"f, “and ‘could be developed for 
Formula 3, or Formula Ford 2000. ag 
LOW COST RACING LTD will Ye sharing our stand at the Racing 
Car'show ‘and will be promoting thelr involvement +n Formula 4 
‘with Teaflets'a car and video St 


DELTA RACING CARS LTD, 


Wrecclesham Trading Estate, Famham, Surrey 
Tel: Farnham 25338 


IMMEDIATE DELIVE! EXICOS RS 2000 S 
BUY NOW AND HAVE PERFCRMANCE WITH ECONOMY 


coastal’ By 
‘Avaliable, 1890 Smith FC & Cosworth BOG Race Engine 
For more details contact : Peter Watson 


ADLARDS RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Southside, Clapham Common, London, SW4 98X 
F7aa S811, Tolex” StOvDe 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


CHEVRON B25 


327 body work, complete with FG400 gearbox, 
gear 1 ‘and suspension parts. Brand new alloy 
engine’ just built and producing enough BHP for anybody. 
lot £4000. 
Rolling chassis and box £2750. 
Engine: Last year's half engine (crank, rods, pistons, block), 
1930 cc £350. 
New alloy engine, compiete £1750. 
Brand new Range Rover. Power steering. Delivery mileage. 
Take any Porsche in part exchange. 


Tel: ‘Sheffield 661779 (day), Baslow 2353 (evening) 


BRABHAM ATLANTICS 


BT40. The much modified chassis raced by Ray Mallock with 
FT gearbox £2700 
BT35. Certainly the best example available of this competitive 
‘and sturdy chassis. Ex Bob Salisbury with proper conversion 
to 20in front tyres with FT box £1500 
Either car available with Lec Atlantic units, or with FVC for 
Libre racing, 


John Wingfied 
Tel : 01-858 4204 or Ascot 20040 


TWO M.R.E. FORMULA FORDS 


73F AVJ Ford Motor, Mk 9 gearbox with inboard 
discs. Graviner extinguisher system, chassis 
recently rejigged by Arch Motors. Very clean and 
competitive car i ‘ £1500 ono 


352944 evening 
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STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WALLINGFORD. TEL: (04913) 3142 
Elder. F/F Mk 10C, ex-works car, £1250. Atlantic BDA 1600 cc. 
£550. 1974 Scholar F/F engine, rebuilt, £350. Ensign suit F3/F4. 


Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Escort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p. 

* Droop nose ” front spoiler, lightweight, very 

strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 


pp 5 
Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 


Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 
duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 70p. 


All prices include VAT 

Trade and ‘export enquiries welcome 
KV AUTOSPARES 

Market Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

Tel: Tunbridge Wells (0892) 38121 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
1380/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTO 


FORALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


For prompt a 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 26, 1974 


ENGINES 


GEARBOXES 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 


telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed, 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


A MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
member of the Alan Smith Group. 


Racing team 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 


requires 


SIX DRIVERS 


With £5,000 for 1975 season 
private practice and tuition 
mechanic to attend meetings. 
ported to meeting 


Philip, 08944 27798 (evenings) 


including 
Professional 
Cars trans- 


Tel: 


NO TIME WASTERS PLEASE 


Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


wetitstaivaerateinategtaanaiataace aera HaHa 


. 
’ 
SPEEDSHOW 19 
COME AND SEE US ON 
OUR STAND, NO. 49, FOR 
INFORMATION AND ADVICE 
OR JUST TO SAY HELLO 
AND HAVE A CHAT 


‘elicient service 


FOR SALE (ail rebuilt) 


RAGING, GEARBOX CENTRE 


Tol: of-Fae 0370/6284 (oy), OF 888 878) Coight), 
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INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


RACEWEAR 


RACE HIRE 


FPT and NOMEX 


MAGNUM HELMETS 


‘SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


FORMULA ONE 


CARNABY STREET 


STEERING WHEELS 


ROLLING ROAD 
————————— 


TRAILERS 
TRAILERS 


ROLLOVER BARS 
"2ton to 3tons 


WHEELS & TYRES 


——— a 
For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 


Tel : 01-749 1391 


GLASSFIBRE AND RESIN 
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ON THESE PAGES ARE 
SHOWN SPECIALISTS 
WHO CAN OFFER 
ROLLING ROAD AND 
ENGINE TUNING 
FACILITIES 


[TUNesTON 


Bar ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels, 


ENGINE TUNING 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 
J RQLUNG ROAD TEST CNC 


@ 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


Telephone 01-435 7436-7 


TUNING, TWEAKING, TROUBLESHOOTING 
We have the Equipment and the Expertise. 
We are not the cheapest, but we get results. 


RIDGE ROAD, CHILD’S HILL, N.W.2 


UPSHIRE 


UPTUNE  sERvicE 


STATION 


UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 


Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 


Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


FOR SUNTESTER AND ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 
IN DERBY 


ALAN SMITH (GARAGES) LTD. 
MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 


Tel: Derby (0332) 40606 


SPECIALISTS IN THE MAINTENANCE 
OF HIGH PERFOMANCE CARS 


For full Sun diagnosis, engine analysis and 
tune equipment in Manchester 


STOKER AND GLOVER 
AUTO SERVICES 
NEW KINGSHEAD YARD, 
CHAPEL STREET, SALFORD 3. 
TEL: 061 834 1812 


TATE 
OF LEEDS 


ENGINE TUNING 
SPECIALISTS 
& 
ROLLING ROAD 
FACILITIES 
For Rolling Road Enquiries Tel: 0532-44313 


FOR THE BEST ROLLING ROAD SERVICE IN THE 
MIDLANDS 


Kenilworth 
Motor Racing Services Ltd 
Kenilworth Road Garage, 
Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden 


Tel: Hampton in Arden .2292 


ADLARDS 


For Rolling Road and Tuning Service 
Contact: Service Manager or Reception at 


ACRE LANE, LONDON NW2 
Tel: 01-733-5511 


‘THE MAGNUMS ARE SO COMPETITIVE 

THESE DAYS, THAT THE ONLY THINGS 
THAT NEED TUNING ARE 

THE DRIVER AND THE RADIO’ 


Will and all the boys of DTV 
wish you a happy Christmas and 
a successful New Year. 


4 


Will Sparrow 1974 RAC Group | Rally Champion 


